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The Romans



Romans in Britain

In 55 B.C.E. Julius Caesar crossed the English Channel and
landed his forces near in Kent.

The tribes living in the area fought hard and the Roman army
was forced to retreat.

In 54 B.C.E. Julius Caesar returned to Britain with

five Roman legions of soldiers. They managed to cross the
River Thames and forced the outnumbered tribes to pay
tribute to the Romans in return for peace.

In 43CE Emperor Claudius wanted more land for the Roman
Empire and sent general named Plautius with four legions of
Roman soldiers to conquer Britain. After 30 years of fighting
the Romans gained control of the southern part of the
country.

For more than 400 years the Roman Empire ruled most of
Britain.
They called the area Britannia.
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This map shows the tribes in Britin when the Romans arrived
and the first city the Romans established in Britannia called
Camulodunum, which is known as present-day Colchester.

The most famous city they established in Britannia was called

Londinium. The city was founded in 50 C.E. and later renamed

London.



What did the Romans leave behind?

The Romans were skilled builders and engineers. Hadrian'’s
Wall, roads and aqueducts to transport water, can all still be
seen in Britain.

They also left Roman culture behind, too, in the form of
government systems and laws, the Latin language, and the
Julian calendar.

Hadrian’s Wall




How do we know there were Romans in this area?

Archaeology is the study of things that people made, used,
and left behind. The goal of archaeology is to understand
what people of the past were like and how they lived.

Billericay

Evidence of Roman activity has been found in several
places around the borough. During building work in
Billericay, in the area where Roman Way is now situated,
some Roman burials were found.

An archaeological dig at Roman Way next to Billericay School 1970-71



Late Iron Age and Roman settlement was found on both
sides of a Roman road that curved east-west to the south
of the school. The settlement probably started as a
ditched enclosure and grew into a village. A cemetery with
Cremation burials was found as well as post-holes,
ditches and gravel showing where timber houses would
have been. Pottery kilns and two corn-dryers were also
found, showing evidence for the some of the work people
were doing.

One of the pieces of Roman pottery found at the Billericay school dig

In 2016 an archaeological dig took place, near to the
school in Laindon Road, before two new houses were
built. A rubbish pit, and a pebbled yard were uncovered
with evidence that metalworking was taking place.

There were different types of pottery including bowls, jugs
and roof tiles. Some of these seemed to have been
repaired or changed for the people to continue using
them.
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Evidence of a fortified area has been found in Blunts Wall
Road, where Billericay Town Football Club have their
ground. Other Roman artefacts, pottery and coins
amongst them, have been found in the town.

Roman Solidus coin found in Billericay



Wickford

In the 1970’s, an excavation of land at Belchamps Farm
(also called Beauchamps), Wickford, discovered the area
of a Roman camp and then a villa. Flooring, coins, pottery
and metal work were found.

A small Roman statuette of Venus was discovered.
Romans often had small altars to worship the gods in their
homes. Venus was the Roman goddess of love. The
Romans believed that they were descended from Venus.




Laindon

We know that the Romans in 43 AD crossed over the
Thames from Kent and landed somewhere in the East
Tilbury area and headed towards Camulodunon
(Colchester). Itis believed that they travelled through
Horndon on the Hill, Langdon Hills, Laindon, Billericay and
on towards Colchester.

Evidence of an ancient track way, possibly a Roman road,
behind Langdon Hill Farm has been revealed. ltisin a
direct line with an ancient track way heading north to
Billericay or south towards East Tilbury and the Thames.
Part of itincludes the public footpath called Hawthorn
Path.

Ancient trackway

Hawthorn Path Laindon follows line of Roman Road
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Map showing the route of the Roman Road

When | was about nine years old my mum and dad and us used to walk from
plotlands as it was called then. We had a bungalow where Tescos is now, Laindon,
and walk to Berry Lane, Langdon Hills on the Roman Road. lItis still there but now
it has new houses on both sides all along it.

Eira’s memory of walking the Roman Road



