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The First Sounds 
 
The extraordinary events at the isolated farmhouse began subtly in September 1931, 
manifesting first as small, persistent disturbances. The farmer, his wife, and their teenage 
daughter initially noted only the faint sounds of scratching, tapping, and rustling that 
seemed to emanate directly from within the hollow void behind the matchboard partitions 
of their old stone dwelling. These inner walls, clad in wood cladding, proved to be 
acoustically ideal, transforming the simple movements of an unseen resident into 
unnervingly close disturbances. Initially, the family rationalised the commotion as a typical 
infestation by mice or rats, but traditional traps proved useless against the elusive 
noisemaker, leading to a state of constant, low-level unease. 
 
The sounds swiftly grew in complexity and intensity. Over a period of weeks, the faint 
scurryings evolved into distinct animal mimicry, including peculiar spitting, growling, and 
barking, alongside high-pitched vocal noises that were unsettlingly reminiscent of a baby 
crying. The farmer, frustrated and seeking to intimidate whatever creature was trapped 
within his home, resorted to shouting and even growling loudly at the wall in a 
confrontational attempt to scare it off, only to be astonished when the creature within 
growled back with equal ferocity. 
 
This unexpected interaction initiated the next phase of the phenomenon: the creature 
began attempting to vocalise. As the farmer spoke to it through the thin panelling, often 
reciting simple nursery rhymes, the entity started 
repeating the words in a bizarre imitation. Within 
a short time, the unintelligible noises gave way to 
full, coherent sentences delivered in a loud, clear 
voice described by the family as being one or two 
octaves higher than a human's and "very high, 
screechy." When asked its identity, the voice 
claimed its name was Gef (insisting the spelling 
was G-E-F) and proudly declared itself an "extra, 
extra clever mongoose," thereby sealing the 
identity of the hidden resident and launching the 
small family into an unparalleled mystery. 
  

When first questioned about its nature, 
the hidden voice offered multiple, often 
contradictory, accounts of its origin. It 
claimed to be a mongoose born in New 
Delhi, India, in 1852, which would have 
made it nearly 80 years old. In other 
pronouncements, it claimed to be "the 
ghost of a weasel" and, most famously, 
an "extra, extra clever mongoose." This 
self-declared identity as a verbose, long-
lived Indian animal cemented the name 
"Gef the Talking Mongoose." 
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Life with Gef 
 
Following the extraordinary development of clear speech, Gef (pronounced 'Jeff') swiftly 
installed himself as a highly unique and contradictory member of the small household. The 
invisible entity, residing entirely within the woodwork and ceiling cavities, became a near-
constant source of tittle-tattle and entertainment. His voice—a high-pitched shriek that 
could, at times, sound remarkably clear—was perpetually present, interrupting 
conversations, interjecting with sharp jokes, or bursting into song. He particularly enjoyed 
singing popular tunes of the era, such as "Carolina Moon," sometimes substituting the 
original lyrics with bawdy or self-penned verses.  

 
Gef maintained an especially turbulent relationship with the teenage 
daughter, Voirrey Irving; while he often kept her company and provided 
amusement, he could also be highly disruptive, frequently screaming or 
banging on the walls in her bedroom until she was forced to sleep in her 
parents' room to find solace. His general temperament veered wildly from 
affectionate and comical—such as when he called the farmer a 'fat-
headed gnome'—to irritable and demanding, often insisting, "Put the 
bloody gramophone on!" if he grew bored. 
 

The invisible entity’s function extended far beyond mere conversation, positioning him as a 
kind of unseen spy and domestic aid. Gef boasted the ability to leave the confines of the 
house, claiming to ramble across the island with the power of invisibility. He would 
frequently demonstrate this by gathering tittle-tattle from the nearest villages, detailing the 
private lives, conversations, and business of the neighbours, which lent chilling support to 
the family's incredible claims.  
 
Gef also claimed a protective function, acting 
as an unusual guardian of the property; he 
would issue a sharp verbal warning when 
strangers or unfamiliar dogs approached the 
isolated dwelling. Conversely, his 
mischievous streak included outright 
menacing behaviour, such as throwing small 
objects at the family members or guests, 
and, on occasion, delivering explicit threats of 
violence, stating that if he were roused, he 
could "kill all your poultry." His constant 
activity and bizarre revelations cemented his 
status not as a simple house ghost, but as an 
'earth-bound spirit' capable of active 
manipulation of his surroundings. 
 
  

Gef’s demands for specific food items often 
provided a subtle hint to sceptical 
investigators. While a wild mongoose 
subsists on a diet of insects, rodents, and 
eggs, Gef's favourite treats were decidedly 
human, pointing toward the tastes of a 
teenage girl. He would frequently request, 
and the family would accommodate, small 
offerings of chocolate, sweet biscuits, cooked 
bacon, and the occasional sausage. The 
family would leave these titbits on a plate, 
which would subsequently be found empty, 
sometimes with the paper wrapper neatly slit 
open as if by sharp claws or teeth, leading to 
the bizarre necessity of maintaining a 
specific larder for a hidden entity 
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The Investigators Arrive 
 
The unprecedented claims of an unseen, talking creature quickly transcended the local 
gossip of the Isle of Man and attracted significant attention from the burgeoning field of 
psychical research in Britain.  
 
The isolation of the farmhouse, Doarlish Cashen, combined with the extraordinary nature of 
the evidence—or lack thereof—made the case a perfect testing ground for paranormal 
investigators. It was this intense scrutiny that first publicly identified the farmer as James 
Irving, his wife as Margaret, and their daughter as Voirrey. The family's openness about the 
phenomena, driven largely by James Irving, led to visits from some of the era's most 
renowned and meticulous researchers. 
 
One of the most significant visitors was Harry Price, the celebrated psychic investigator and 
Director of the National Laboratory of Psychical Research. Price, arriving in 1935 alongside 
journalist and editor Richard S. Lambert, conducted a thorough, albeit frustrating, 
investigation. Despite their extensive search, the team failed to definitively see or hear Gef. 
Price’s scrutiny focused on the farmhouse's structure, observing that the construction, with 
a hollow gap between the exterior stone and the interior wooden cladding, effectively made 
the entire house a "speaking tube" or "sounding board," providing perfect conditions for any 
voice to appear disembodied and travel throughout the house. 
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Price and Lambert's subsequent book, The Haunting of 
Cashen's Gap, documented the case and cemented its place 
in paranormal history, though it remained agnostic on the 
definitive cause. 
 
Another key investigator was the Hungarian-American 
parapsychologist Nandor Fodor, who spent a week at the farm 
in 1935. Fodor, deeply steeped in psychoanalysis, began to 
steer the explanation away from the overtly supernatural 
towards a psychological interpretation. He became convinced 
that the phenomena, if not a conscious hoax, were likely a form 
of poltergeist activity linked to the subconscious energy or 
emotional tension of the family, particularly the young teenage 
daughter, Voirrey.  
 
Intriguingly, Gef often made himself 
scarce during these official visits, 
sometimes claiming his invisibility 
was a protective measure against the 
unbelieving investigators, and 
occasionally retaliating by throwing 
small stones at their heads. The 
consistent failure of these expert 
investigators to capture definitive 
proof—such as clear photographs or 
audio recordings—further amplified 
the scepticism surrounding the 
extraordinary tale. 
  

The international publicity surrounding Gef had 
unforeseen consequences, culminating in a 
sensational slander trial in 1937. Richard S. Lambert, 
the journalist who co-authored the book with Harry 
Price, was publicly ridiculed for believing the story. He 
successfully sued Conservative politician Sir Cecil 
Levita, who had stated that Lambert was "off his 
head" for defending the Gef case during a British Film 
Institute committee meeting. Lambert won the case, 
receiving a hefty settlement and legal costs. This 
victory, while proving Lambert's credibility in a court 
of law, did not, of course, prove the existence of Gef, 
but it did highlight the profound and serious impact 
the talking mongoose case had on public figures in 
1930s Britain. 
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The Physical Evidence and The Theories 
 

The most damaging blow to the Irving family's claims, and the 
greatest support for the notion of a hoax, came from the analysis 
of the scanty physical evidence they were able to provide.  
 
In 1935, James Irving meticulously sent samples of the creature's 
purported fur to Harry Price, who then passed them on to the 
Zoological Society for professional analysis. The results were 
conclusive: the hairs did not belong to a mongoose, a rat, or any 
small exotic mammal, but were determined to be from a "longish-

haired dog." Price later confirmed this by obtaining a sample from the Irvings' own 
sheepdog, Mona, finding the hairs to be "absolutely identical" with the alleged Gef sample. 
 
Further attempts to produce 
tangible proof met with similar 
inconclusive or contradictory 
results. The Irvings supplied plaster 
casts of Gef's paws and teeth made 
in modelling clay. Analysis revealed 
a puzzling disparity in the paw 
prints: the front prints were 
disproportionately large—
measuring an immense eight to ten 
centimetres for a creature only a 
foot long—and resembled those of 
a dog. The rear prints, while smaller, were inconsistent with any known animal species. 
Furthermore, some critics, examining photographs of the casts, suggested the impressions 
were crudely shaped and could have been made with a stick or a small human's fingers, 
while the teeth marks were thought to be suspiciously like those of a small human being. 
 

The case ultimately fractured into three 
competing explanations. The Hoax Theory 
remains the most popular sceptical view, 
positing that the phenomena were a 
deliberate deception perpetrated by one 
or more family members, with the high-
pitched voice being a product of 
ventriloquism, most often attributed to 
the daughter, Voirrey.  
 
The second theory, supported by 
parapsychologist Nandor Fodor, favoured 
a Psychological Phenomenon, suggesting 

Gef was not an independent spirit but a type of poltergeist—an external manifestation of 

The intensity of the Gef phenomenon began to 
fade in the late 1930s, particularly as Voirrey Irving 
grew older and the novelty of the invisible 
companion wore off. After the death of James 
Irving in 1945, the farmhouse was eventually sold. 
The new owner, a farmer named Leslie Graham, 
claimed in 1947 to have shot and killed a strange, 
unidentified creature that closely matched Gef's 
description, ending the saga on an ambiguous 
note. The farm itself, Doarlish Cashen, was later 
demolished, leaving no physical trace of the 
sounding board walls that had amplified the 
voice of the world’s most famous talking animal 



8 
 

unconscious telekinetic energy stemming from the emotional or psychological turmoil of a 
family member, often linked to the transition of the teenage daughter into puberty.  
 
The third, supernatural perspective, maintained by the Irvings and a minority of researchers, 
insisted that Gef was exactly what he claimed to be: a genuinely sentient, "extra, extra clever 
mongoose" or an inter-dimensional entity that simply chose to manifest in that form. 
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Legacy and The Final Mystery 
 
The narrative of Gef the Talking Mongoose did not conclude with definitive proof or a public 
confession; instead, it simply faded away, leaving behind a fascinating, unresolved 
paradox. For decades following the peak of the phenomenon, the mystery was consistently 
debated under three main headings: the Psychological Phenomenon (Poltergeist), the 
Conscious Hoax (Ventriloquism), and the genuinely Supernatural Entity. The psychological 
theory, championed by Nandor Fodor, saw Gef as an externalisation of the emotional stress 
or inner life of the family, particularly the daughter, Voirrey Irving, as poltergeist cases often 
centre on a volatile teenage presence. 
 
The most convincing, modern explanation for sceptics remains the Hoax Theory. This view 
points to the conclusive zoological evidence—the dog hairs and the suspiciously non-
mongoose paw prints—as proof that the physical evidence was fabricated using the Irvings’ 
own dog, Mona. The highly unusual acoustics of the house, which Harry Price described as 
a giant "speaking-tube," would have allowed the daughter to throw her voice around the 
house using the skill of ventriloquism. Though Voirrey Irving, until her death in 2005, 
maintained that Gef was real, the fact that the voice was never scientifically recorded, and 
that Gef's favourite foods and interests often mirrored those of a typical teenage girl, 
provided strong circumstantial support for this conclusion. 
 
Despite the highly rational explanations, the story of Gef endures in popular culture and the 
annals of cryptozoology as the premier case of a vocal cryptid. The intense media scrutiny 
it generated in the 1930s—including the famous slander trial involving Richard S. Lambert—
ensured that the tale became embedded in British folklore. Ultimately, whether Gef was a 
manifestation of subconscious turmoil, a deliberate act of deception, or truly an "extra, extra 
clever mongoose," the saga remains a powerful example of how isolation, belief, and the 
sensationalist press can transform a peculiar domestic disturbance into a globally 
recognised, enduring mystery of the twentieth century. 


