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The Airwaves Intruded 
 
Saturday, 26th November 1977. For many in the south of England, it was a typical late 
autumn evening. The clocks had gone back, the days were shorter, and the anticipation of 
Christmas was just beginning to stir. Families were settling down in front of their televisions 
after dinner. Southern Television, the regional ITV broadcaster for the south of England, was 
airing its regular Saturday programming. 
 
For some, the main draw was the local news bulletin, providing updates on events within 
their community. Perhaps they were catching up on local council news, traffic reports, or 
human-interest stories. The familiar faces of the newsreaders were a comforting presence 
in their living rooms. 

 
Then, at approximately 5:10 pm, something 
utterly unexpected happened. As the news 
bulletin progressed, the familiar sound of the 
newsreader's voice began to waver, replaced by 
a distorted, warbling tone. Initially, many viewers 
likely assumed it was a technical fault – a 
common enough occurrence in the analogue 
television era. Perhaps a momentary blip in the 
signal, or interference from a passing vehicle. 
They might have fiddled with their aerials or 

adjusted the tuning on their sets, expecting the normal programme to resume. 
 
But this was no ordinary technical glitch. The distorted sound solidified into a voice, 
speaking with an unnatural, almost robotic cadence. It was clear that this was a deliberate 
intrusion, an unscheduled and unwelcome guest in their living rooms. 
 
Confusion quickly turned to unease, and for some, a genuine sense of alarm. This wasn't the 
usual static or mumbled interference. This was a clear, albeit distorted, voice claiming to be 
something… other. The message that followed, delivered over the next six minutes, would 
leave a lasting impression on those who witnessed it, transforming a quiet Saturday 
evening into a moment of shared bewilderment and a lasting enigma in the annals of British 
broadcasting. 
 
The airwaves, normally a conduit for entertainment and information, had been hijacked, 
carrying a message from the unknown into the heart of Southern England. 
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Vrillon Calling 
 

This is the voice of Vrillon, a representative of the Ashtar Galactic Command, 
speaking to you. For many years you have seen us as lights in the skies. We 
speak to you now in peace and wisdom as we have done to your brothers and 
sisters all over this, your planet Earth. We come to warn you of the destiny of 
your race and your world so that you may communicate to your fellow beings 
the course you must take to avoid the disaster which threatens your world, and 
the beings on our worlds around you. 
 
This is in order that you may share in the great awakening, as the planet passes 
into the New Age of Aquarius. The New Age can be a time of great peace and 
evolution for your race, but only if your rulers are made aware of the evil forces 
that can overshadow their judgments. 
 
Be still now and listen, for your chance may not come again. All your weapons 
of evil must be removed. The time for conflict is now past and the race of which 
you are a part may proceed to the higher stages of its evolution if you show 
yourselves worthy to do this. You have but a short time to learn to live together 
in peace and goodwill. Small groups all over the planet are learning this, and 
exist to pass on the light of the dawning New Age to you all. 
 
You are free to accept or reject their teachings, but only those who learn to live 
in peace will pass to the higher realms of spiritual evolution. 
 
Hear now the voice of Vrillon, a representative of the Ashtar Galactic Command, 
speaking to you. Be aware also that there are many false prophets and guides 
at present operating on your world. They will suck your energy from you – the 
energy you call money and will put it to evil ends and give you worthless dross 
in return. Your inner divine self will protect you from this. You must learn to be 
sensitive to the voice within that can tell you what is truth, and what is confusion, 
chaos and untruth. 
 
Learn to listen to the voice of truth which is within you and you will lead 
yourselves onto the path of evolution. This is our message to our dear friends. 
We have watched you growing for many years as you too have watched our 
lights in your skies. You know now that we are here, and that there are more 
beings on and around your Earth than your scientists admit. We are deeply 
concerned about you and your path towards the light and will do all we can to 
help you. Have no fear, seek only to know yourselves, and live in harmony with 
the ways of your planet Earth. 
 
We here at the Ashtar Galactic Command thank you for your attention. We are 
now leaving the planes of your existence. May you be blessed by the supreme 
love and truth of the cosmos. 
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Analysis of the key themes and language used in this message: 
• Identification and Authority: The speaker identifies as "Vrillon, a representative of 

the Ashtar Galactic Command," immediately establishing a source within existing 
UFO lore and claiming authority to deliver the message. 

• Observed Presence: The message refers to humanity seeing them as "lights in the 
skies" for many years, directly linking the communication to the phenomenon of UFO 
sightings and asserting a long-term observation of Earth. 

• Peace and Wisdom: The communication is framed as being delivered "in peace and 
wisdom," suggesting benevolent intentions and a higher understanding. This is 
extended to "brothers and sisters all over this, your planet Earth," implying a universal 
message. 

• Warning of Global Destiny: A central theme is a warning about the "destiny of your 
race and your world" and the need to avoid a "disaster which threatens your world, 
and the beings on our worlds around you." This creates a sense of urgency and 
shared cosmic concern. 

• The Great Awakening and the New Age of Aquarius: The message connects the 
warning to a period of planetary transition, the "New Age of Aquarius," which is 
presented as an opportunity for "great peace and evolution" contingent on the 
actions of humanity's rulers. 

• Call for Disarmament and Peace: A clear directive is given: "All your weapons of evil 
must be removed." The time for conflict is declared "now past," and humanity's 
progression to "higher stages of its evolution" is linked to their ability to "live together 
in peace and goodwill." 

• Guidance and Learning: The message emphasises the need to "learn to live 
together in peace and goodwill," highlighting the existence of "small groups all over 
the planet" already doing so and acting as beacons for the "dawning New Age." 
Humanity is free to accept or reject these teachings, but spiritual evolution is tied to 
peaceful coexistence. 

• Warning Against False Prophets: A cautionary note is included about "many false 
prophets and guides at present operating on your world" who will exploit humanity 
("suck your energy... the energy you call money") and offer worthless returns. 

• Emphasis on Inner Truth: The message directs listeners to their "inner divine self" for 
protection against these false influences and urges them to "learn to be sensitive to 
the voice within" to discern truth from falsehood. 

• Direct Claim of Extraterrestrial Presence and Concern: The message explicitly 
states, "You know now that we are here, and that there are more beings on and 
around your Earth than your scientists admit." This is coupled with an expression of 
deep concern for humanity's path and a willingness to help. 

• Call for Self-Knowledge and Harmony with Earth: The message concludes with an 
encouragement to "seek only to know yourselves, and live in harmony with the ways 
of your planet Earth." 

• Departure and Blessing: The communication ends with a farewell from the "Ashtar 
Galactic Command" and a blessing of "supreme love and truth of the cosmos." 

 
The language blends a somewhat formal delivery with terminology common in spiritual 
and UFO-related discourse of the era.   
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The Immediate Aftermath 
 
The moment the distorted voice cut through the regular news bulletin, a wave of confusion 
and bewilderment washed over living rooms across the south of England. For many, the 
immediate reaction was to question their telly. Was there something wrong with the signal? 
Was it interference? A prank by local students? 
 

 
 
However, as the message continued, the tone and content began to sink in, and a variety 
of reactions started to emerge: 

• Alarm and Fear: The serious tone of the voice, the warning of impending disaster, 
and the reference to "weapons of evil" understandably caused concern for some 
viewers. The unexpected intrusion into a trusted source of information – the 
television news – amplified this feeling of unease. Some may have genuinely feared 
an imminent threat. 

• Confusion and Bewilderment: For others, the sheer strangeness of the message led 
to confusion. The mention of "Ashtar Galactic Command" and the "New Age of 
Aquarius" likely sounded bizarre and out of place within a news broadcast. Many 
probably wondered if they had misheard or misunderstood what was being said. 

• Intrigue and Curiosity: A segment of the audience would have been intrigued by 
the message. The mention of UFOs and a "great awakening" might have resonated 
with those already interested in such topics, sparking curiosity about the potential 
meaning and origin of the broadcast. 

• Scepticism and Amusement: Many viewers likely dismissed the interruption as a 
prank or a hoax from the outset. The distorted voice and the outlandish nature of the 
message would have struck some as comical or simply unbelievable. 

• The Phone Lines Light Up: The immediate aftermath saw a surge in calls to Southern 
Television's switchboard. Viewers sought clarification, expressed their concern, or 
simply wanted to know what had just happened. The switchboard operators would 
have been overwhelmed with inquiries. 
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• Police Involvement: It's also reported that local constabularies received calls from 
concerned members of the public who were worried about the nature and 
implications of the broadcast. 

 
Southern Television's initial reaction was likely one of damage control. The interruption of 
their broadcast was a serious incident. Their immediate priority would have been to: 

• Reassure Viewers: To issue statements acknowledging the interruption and 
assuring the public that it was not part of their scheduled programming. 

• Investigate the Cause: To launch an internal investigation to understand how their 
signal had been overridden and to prevent it from happening again. 

• Cooperate with Authorities: To work with the Independent Broadcasting Authority 
(IBA) to determine the source of the interference. 

 
The media response followed swiftly. The bizarre nature of the event made it a compelling 
news story: 

• Initial Reports: News outlets would have carried reports of the mysterious broadcast 
interruption, detailing what viewers had seen and heard. 

• Seeking Explanations: Journalists would have sought explanations from Southern 
Television, the IBA, and any available experts on broadcasting technology and UFO 
phenomena. 

• Public Reaction Coverage: News reports would have included accounts of how 
viewers reacted, highlighting the range of emotions from fear to amusement. 

• The Hoax Theory Emerges: As the IBA's investigation began to point towards a local 
interference source, the theory of a hoax would have gained prominence in media 
coverage. 

 
The immediate aftermath saw a surge in calls to Southern Television's switchboard and 
local constabularies. The Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA), which was the 
regulatory body in the UK for commercial television at the time, also became immediately 
involved. The IBA was responsible for overseeing the conduct of independent television 
broadcasters like Southern Television, ensuring they adhered to broadcasting standards 
and licensing conditions. 
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The IBA Steps In 
 
As the regulatory body responsible for commercial television in the United Kingdom at the 
time, the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) would have taken the Southern 
Television broadcast interruption extremely seriously. An unauthorised intrusion into a 
licensed broadcast was a significant breach of broadcasting regulations and a matter of 
public concern. Their primary objectives would have been to: 

• Ascertain the Facts: To establish precisely what had 
occurred, the duration of the interruption, the content of the 
unauthorised broadcast, and the geographical area 
affected. 

• Determine the Cause: To investigate how the signal was 
overridden, identify any vulnerabilities in Southern 
Television's broadcasting infrastructure, and understand the technical methods 
employed by the perpetrator(s). 

• Prevent Recurrence: To implement measures and issue recommendations to all 
independent television companies to prevent similar incidents from happening 
again in the future. 

• Inform the Public: To provide accurate information to the public about the incident 
and the findings of their investigation, aiming to quell any undue alarm or 
speculation. 

 
The IBA's investigation would likely have involved several key steps: 

• Gathering Information from Southern Television: The IBA would have immediately 
contacted Southern Television, demanding a full report on the incident. This would 
have included technical logs, staff accounts of what happened, and details of any 
immediate actions taken by the broadcaster. 

• Technical Analysis: IBA engineers would have been dispatched to the relevant 
transmitter sites, particularly the Hannington transmitter in North Hampshire, to 
conduct a thorough technical analysis. This would have involved examining the 
equipment, signal paths, and security measures in place. They would have been 
looking for any signs of tampering or vulnerabilities that could have been exploited. 

• Liaising with the Post Office (British Telecom): The Post Office, which at the time 
had responsibility for the national telecommunications infrastructure, including 
broadcast signal transmission links, would likely have been involved to assess the 
integrity of the signal delivery network. 

• Analysing the Broadcast Itself: The IBA's technical experts would have analysed 
recordings of the unauthorised broadcast, looking at the signal characteristics, 
audio quality, and any clues that might indicate the type of equipment used by the 
intruders and their location. 

• Witness Interviews: While the IBA's primary focus would have been technical, they 
might also have collected anecdotal evidence from viewers and Southern Television 
staff to build a comprehensive picture of the event. 

• Collaboration with Law Enforcement: Depending on the findings and the potential 
for criminal activity, the IBA would have liaised with the police to share information 
and potentially assist in any investigation to identify the perpetrators. 
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The IBA's initial assessment would have likely focused on the rebroadcast link at 
Hannington, given that the interruption seemed localised to the areas served by that 
transmitter. They would have been looking for evidence of a stronger, unauthorised signal 
overpowering the intended feed from Rowridge. 
 
The speed and thoroughness of the IBA's response would have been crucial in reassuring 
the public and demonstrating that the authorities were taking the incident seriously. Their 
findings would eventually lead to the widely accepted explanation of a local hoax using a 
relatively simple method of signal override. 
 

 
The Hannington transmitter 
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Technical Breakdown 
 
In 1977, television signals weren't always delivered to transmitters via direct cable or 
microwave links, especially for relay transmitters designed to serve smaller or more 
geographically isolated areas. Instead, some transmitters, like Hannington, operated as 
"repeater" stations. They would receive the broadcast signal "off-air" – essentially picking it 
up wirelessly from a more powerful "parent" transmitter (in this case, Rowridge on the Isle of 
Wight) – and then rebroadcast it to the local population on a different frequency. 
 
Think of it like a chain of radio signals: the main station broadcasts, and the relay station 
tunes in and then transmits its own, stronger version of that same signal. 
 
This "off-air link" system, while cost-effective for extending coverage, had a potential 
vulnerability: signal capture. If a sufficiently strong signal was broadcast on the same 
frequency as the incoming off-air feed, and if it was closer to the receiving antenna of the 
relay transmitter than the intended signal from the parent transmitter, it could potentially 
overpower and override the intended broadcast. 
 
This is precisely what the IBA's investigation concluded likely happened at Hannington. 
Someone, using a relatively low-power but strategically placed unauthorised transmitter, 
broadcast the "Vrillon" audio signal on the frequency being used by the Hannington receiver 
to pick up the Rowridge broadcast. 
 
Here's a breakdown of the likely scenario: 

• Rowridge Broadcast: Southern Television's main signal originated from the 
Rowridge transmitter on the Isle of Wight. 

• Hannington Reception: The Hannington transmitter, located in North Hampshire, 
had an antenna tuned to receive this Rowridge signal off-air. 

• Unauthorised Transmission: The perpetrator(s) set up a portable transmitter near 
the Hannington receiving antenna. 

• Frequency Matching: They broadcast their "Vrillon" audio on the same frequency 
that Hannington was tuned to receive from Rowridge. 

• Signal Strength Dominance: Because the unauthorised transmitter was closer to 
the Hannington receiving antenna than the more distant Rowridge transmitter, its 
signal was stronger at that specific point. 

• Override: The stronger "Vrillon" signal overpowered the weaker Rowridge signal 
being received by Hannington. 

• Rebroadcast of Intrusion: Hannington then took this stronger, albeit unauthorised, 
signal and rebroadcast it to viewers in its coverage area. 

 
This explanation accounts for why the interruption was localised to the areas served by the 
Hannington transmitter and why it was primarily an audio intrusion – the unauthorised 
signal likely only contained the audio component. 
 
The simplicity of this method – not requiring any sophisticated hacking into broadcast 
infrastructure, just a basic transmitter and knowledge of the relevant frequencies – makes 
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the "hoax by local transmission" the most plausible explanation according to the official 
investigation. 
 

 

 ITN broadcast being interrupted 
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The Verdict: Hoax? 
 
Despite the initial alarm and the lingering mystery surrounding the "Vrillon Calling" 
broadcast, the official verdict from the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) was that 
the incident was almost certainly a hoax. Their investigation, focusing on the technical 
aspects of the signal override at the Hannington transmitter, strongly supported this 
conclusion. 
 
Here were the key reasons why the IBA determined the broadcast was a hoax: 

• Localised Impact: The interruption was primarily confined to the areas served by the 
Hannington transmitter. If it were a genuine, powerful extraterrestrial transmission, it 
would likely have had a much wider reach. The localised nature strongly suggested 
a source within the vicinity of the transmitter. 

• Technical Feasibility: As discussed on page 10, the IBA's engineers concluded that 
the signal could have been relatively easily overridden by a local, unauthorised 
transmitter broadcasting on the same frequency as the off-air link from Rowridge. 
This method didn't require sophisticated hacking or access to Southern Television's 
main broadcast infrastructure. 

• Lack of Further Contact: Despite the "Vrillon" message promising future contact, no 
such event ever occurred. This silence further undermined the credibility of the 
message as a genuine extraterrestrial communication. 

• Absence of Corroborating Evidence: No other credible evidence of a widespread 
alien communication or the presence of the "Ashtar Galactic Command" 
materialised. The event remained an isolated incident. 

• The Content's Connection to Existing Beliefs: While the message echoed themes 
within UFO culture, this could easily be explained as the perpetrator(s) drawing upon 
existing narratives to create a more impactful and believable hoax for those already 
inclined to believe in such things. 

 
While the IBA's technical explanation was convincing to many, the lack of identification of 
the perpetrator(s) and their precise motives left some room for doubt and speculation. The 
very audacity of hijacking a television broadcast in this manner also contributed to the 
enduring fascination with the event. 
 
For the authorities, however, the priority was to reassure the public that there was no 
credible alien threat and to take steps to prevent similar broadcast intrusions in the future. 
The IBA likely issued recommendations to broadcasters to review the security of their 
transmitter links, especially those relying on off-air reception.  
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The UFO Connection 
 
The 1970s were a period of significant public interest in Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) 
and the possibility of extraterrestrial life. Films like "Close Encounters of the Third Kind" 
captured the popular imagination, and numerous books and groups dedicated to UFO 
sightings and contact experiences flourished. Within this milieu, the concept of benevolent, 
advanced alien civilisations watching over humanity was a recurring theme. 
 
One prominent figure in the early UFO contactee 
movement, dating back to the 1950s, was George Van 
Tassel, who claimed to receive telepathic messages from 
an extraterrestrial being named Ashtar. Van Tassel 
described Ashtar as a commander of a vast fleet of 
spacecraft, often referred to as the Ashtar Command or 
Ashtar Galactic Command, with a mission to guide and 
protect humanity. These messages often conveyed 
warnings about nuclear weapons and the need for peace, 
alongside spiritual teachings. 
 
By the 1970s, the idea of the Ashtar Command had become relatively well-established 
within certain UFO circles and the burgeoning New Age movement. Various individuals 
claimed to be channelling messages from Ashtar or other members of the Galactic 
Command, often sharing similar themes of peace, spiritual evolution, and warnings about 
Earth's self-destructive tendencies. 
 
Considering the content of the "Vrillon" message, the explicit mention of the "Ashtar Galactic 
Command" is a striking link to this existing subculture. It raises several possibilities: 

• A Believer's Act: The perpetrator(s) could have been genuine believers in the Ashtar 
Command who saw the opportunity to deliver what they believed was a vital 
message to a wider audience. The themes of peace, disarmament, the "New Age of 
Aquarius," and warnings against negative influences all align with common Ashtar 
Command messages. 

• Exploiting Existing Beliefs: Even if the perpetrators were not true believers, they 
might have been aware of the Ashtar Command narrative and deliberately used it 
to add an air of authenticity or to tap into the existing anxieties and interests of those 
within the UFO subculture. 

• A Random Choice?: While less likely, it's also possible that the name "Ashtar Galactic 
Command" was chosen somewhat randomly to sound suitably otherworldly, 
without a deep understanding of its specific connotations within UFO circles. 
However, the specificity of the name makes this seem less probable. 

 
The fact that the message also warned against "false prophets and guides" could be 
interpreted in several ways within this context. It might have been a genuine concern within 
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the Ashtar Command narrative itself, or it could have been a deliberate attempt by the 
hoaxers to add another layer of complexity or even sow discord within existing UFO groups. 
 
It's important to remember that while the "Vrillon" broadcast used the language and 
framework of the Ashtar Galactic Command, this doesn't necessarily validate the claims of 
contactees. It simply suggests a potential source of inspiration or a deliberate tactic used 
by the individuals behind the interruption. 
 
Could the perpetrators have been part of a local UFO group in Hampshire or a nearby area 
who were active in the 1970s?   
Were there any prominent UFO groups or individuals in Southern England at that time who 
espoused beliefs similar to those in the "Vrillon" message? 
  



15 
 

The Pranksters 
 
The most likely scenario, and the one favoured by the IBA, is that the Southern Television 
broadcast interruption was a well-executed prank. Someone with a basic understanding of 
radio transmission and access to a low-power transmitter saw an opportunity to create a 
stir and inject a bizarre message into the public consciousness. 
 
Here are some potential motivations and characteristics of the "prankster" theory: 

• A Desire for Attention: The act of successfully hijacking a television broadcast would 
have been a significant achievement, albeit a mischievous one. The perpetrator(s) 
might have been motivated by a desire for notoriety or simply to see if they could 
pull it off. The anonymity of "Vrillon" suggests they weren't necessarily seeking 
personal fame, but rather the impact of the message itself. 

• Technical Curiosity or Challenge: Individuals with an interest in radio technology 
and broadcasting might have seen the off-air link at Hannington as a challenge to 
overcome. The act could have been driven by a desire to test their abilities and see 
if they could successfully override the signal. 

• Social Commentary (albeit bizarre): While the message had elements of UFO 
beliefs, it also contained themes of peace, disarmament, and warnings against 
greed ("energy you call money"). It's possible the pranksters intended to deliver a 
message, however strange, that they felt was relevant, using the shock value of a 
broadcast interruption to gain attention. 

• Influence of the Time: The 1970s were a period of counter-culture, social 
experimentation, and a degree of anti-establishment sentiment. A bold prank like 
this could be seen as a form of rebellion against the mainstream media. 

• Local Connection: The fact that the signal was localised to the Hannington area 
strongly suggests the perpetrator(s) were local to North Hampshire and had some 
knowledge of the transmitter's operation. They might have been amateur radio 
enthusiasts or individuals with access to basic transmitting equipment. 

 
The relative simplicity of the likely method – overpowering an off-air link with a stronger 
local signal – supports the idea that this could have been achieved by someone with 
technical know-how but not necessarily sophisticated hacking skills or insider access to the 
broadcast infrastructure. 
 
The choice of the "Ashtar Galactic Command" narrative could have been a deliberate 
attempt to make the message more memorable and intriguing. By tapping into existing 
fringe beliefs, the pranksters likely understood it would generate more discussion and 
speculation than a generic nonsensical message.  
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The Inside Job? 
 
While the evidence strongly points towards an external hoax, it's worth acknowledging some 
of the more unconventional theories that have occasionally surfaced regarding the 
Southern Television broadcast interruption. These theories often involve the idea of an 
"inside job," suggesting that individuals within Southern Television or even external agencies 
might have been involved for various reasons. 
 
It's crucial to preface this by saying that there is very little, if any, credible evidence to 
support these theories. They largely stem from the unusual nature of the event and the 
enduring mystery surrounding the perpetrator's identity. However, for the sake of a 
comprehensive exploration, we can briefly consider some of these possibilities: 

• Disgruntled Employee Prank: One could speculate that a Southern Television 
employee with technical knowledge might have orchestrated the interruption as an 
elaborate prank or act of rebellion against the station. This is perhaps the most 
plausible "inside job" scenario, though still lacking any supporting evidence. 
However, the risk of severe repercussions would likely have deterred most 
employees. 

• Publicity Stunt: Another theory, though quite far-fetched, suggests that Southern 
Television itself might have staged the interruption as a bizarre publicity stunt to 
gain attention. This seems highly unlikely given the alarm and confusion it caused 
among viewers and the subsequent investigation by the IBA, which would have been 
very damaging to the broadcaster's reputation had they been found to be 
responsible. 

• Government Experiment or Psy-Op: More outlandish theories propose that the 
broadcast could have been part of a government experiment in mass 
communication or a psychological operation ("psy-op") for unknown purposes. 
These theories often cite the Cold War era and the heightened interest in 
unconventional warfare and psychological manipulation. Again, there is no credible 
evidence to support such claims, and the technical simplicity of the likely signal 
override makes this seem overly complex and unnecessary. 

• Involvement of Fringe Groups: While we've discussed the potential involvement of 
UFO enthusiasts, some theories might suggest a more organised or radical group 
with a specific agenda beyond simply spreading a message. However, the lack of 
any follow-up or claim of responsibility makes this seem unlikely. 

 
It's important to reiterate that these "inside job" theories are largely speculative and lack 
concrete evidence. The IBA's findings strongly point to an external hoax using relatively 
simple technology. However, the very fact that these alternative explanations exist 
highlights the enduring intrigue and unanswered questions surrounding the "Vrillon Calling" 
incident. 
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The Broadcast in Pop Culture 
 
Despite the relatively short duration of the "Vrillon Calling" incident and the lack of definitive 
answers surrounding it, the sheer oddity of a television broadcast being hijacked by a 
seemingly extraterrestrial message has ensured its place in popular culture. The event has 
been referenced and revisited in various forms over the years, demonstrating its lasting 
impact on the collective imagination. 
 
Here are some ways the Southern Television broadcast interruption has manifested in pop 
culture: 

• Documentaries and Television Shows: The incident has been featured in numerous 
documentaries and television programmes focusing on UFOs, hoaxes, and strange 
mysteries. These shows often recount the events, replay the audio (where available), 
and offer various theories about its origin. 

• Books on UFOs and the Paranormal: Many books that explore UFO sightings, 
contactee phenomena, and unexplained events include a chapter or section on the 
"Vrillon Calling" broadcast, often using it as a case study in media hoaxes or genuine 
mysteries. 

• Music: Some musicians and bands, drawn to the strangeness of the event, have 
referenced it in their lyrics or even used samples of the distorted audio. This helps to 
keep the memory of the broadcast alive for new generations. 

• Online Forums and Communities: The internet has provided a platform for ongoing 
discussion and speculation about the "Vrillon Calling" incident. Online forums 
dedicated to UFOs, mysteries, and British pop culture often have threads dissecting 
the event, sharing theories, and personal recollections. 

• Podcasts: More recently, podcasts focusing on true crime, mysteries, and the 
paranormal have revisited the story, often bringing it to the attention of a new 
audience. The audio of the distorted voice, even if a re-creation, can be particularly 
effective in this medium. 

• Fiction: The event has even served as inspiration for fictional works, with authors 
incorporating similar broadcast interruptions or mysterious messages into their 
stories, often exploring themes of alien contact, government conspiracies, or 
elaborate hoaxes. 

 
The enduring appeal of the "Vrillon Calling" incident in pop culture likely stems from several 
factors: 

• The Audacity of the Act: Hijacking a television broadcast was a bold and unusual 
act that captured the public's attention. 

• The Mysterious Message: The content of the message, with its blend of warnings, 
spiritual themes, and extraterrestrial claims, is inherently intriguing. 

• The Unsolved Identity: The fact that "Vrillon" remains unidentified adds to the 
mystery and allows for endless speculation. 

• The Blending of the Mundane and the Extraordinary: The interruption of a regular 
news bulletin with such an outlandish message creates a surreal and memorable 
contrast. 
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Why Does It Still Fascinate? 
 
Decades after the airwaves were briefly hijacked by the voice of "Vrillon," the Southern 
Television broadcast interruption continues to capture the imagination and spark 
discussion. Why has this relatively short and ultimately unexplained event endured in our 
collective memory? 
 
Here are some potential reasons for its lasting fascination: 

• The Unsettling Intrusion: The very act of a seemingly random voice breaking into a 
trusted medium like television news is inherently unsettling. It violates the expected 
order and raises questions about the security and control of information. 

• The Mysterious Message: The content of the "Vrillon" message, with its blend of 
warnings, spiritual concepts, and claims of extraterrestrial presence, taps into 
fundamental human questions about our place in the universe and the potential for 
contact with other civilisations. Even if dismissed as a hoax, the message itself is 
bizarre and thought-provoking. 

• The Unsolved Identity of "Vrillon": The lack of a definitive answer about who was 
behind the broadcast and their motives fuels endless speculation and allows people 
to project their own interpretations onto the event. The mystery remains unsolved, 
keeping the story alive. 

• The Blending of the Mundane and the Extraordinary: The contrast between the 
ordinary setting of a Saturday evening news bulletin and the extraordinary content 
of the interrupting message creates a surreal and memorable moment. It's a 
reminder that the unexpected can intrude upon the everyday. 

• The Power of the Unexplained: Humans are naturally drawn to mysteries and the 
unexplained. The "Vrillon Calling" incident offers a real-world example of something 
strange and unresolved, inviting analysis and debate. 

• Nostalgia for the Unusual: For those who remember the 1970s, the event evokes a 
particular era and its own unique anxieties and fascinations, including a heightened 
interest in UFOs and the unknown. 

• A Case Study in Media and Belief: The incident serves as a fascinating case study 
in how people react to unusual information presented through a powerful medium 
like television, and how beliefs and scepticism can shape those reactions. 

 

 
Fortean Teams, issue 24, covered the incident. 
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Echoes in the Airwaves 
 
The Southern Television broadcast interruption, with its bizarre message and unidentified 
messenger, stands as a unique event. However, it resonates with other instances 
throughout broadcasting history where the airwaves have been unexpectedly 
commandeered. Examining these "echoes" provides a broader context for understanding 
the "Vrillon Calling" incident. 

• "Telewizja Solidarność" (TV Solidarity) (1985): In Poland, during a period of political 
tension, astronomers associated with the Solidarity movement ingeniously overrode 
state television broadcasts to display pro-democracy messages. This act, while 
politically motivated and resulting in the perpetrators' identification, demonstrates 
the power of disrupting official broadcasts to convey an alternative message to a 
mass audience, a motivation that might have also played a role, albeit in a more 
cryptic way, in the "Vrillon" incident. 

• Captain Midnight (1986): In the United States, a disgruntled satellite technician 
known as "Captain Midnight" famously hijacked HBO's signal to protest against 
subscription fees. This incident, much like "Vrillon," involved an individual using 
technical knowledge to interrupt a broadcast with a specific grievance. Unlike 
"Vrillon," however, Captain Midnight was eventually caught and faced legal 
repercussions, highlighting the risks associated with such actions. 

• Max Headroom Signal Hijacking (1987): In Chicago, two separate television signals 
were bizarrely interrupted by a masked figure in a Max Headroom mask delivering 
strange and often nonsensical messages. Like the "Vrillon" incident, the perpetrators 
were never definitively identified, adding to the mystery. This event highlights the 
vulnerability of broadcast signals to determined individuals with technical 
knowledge, even in later technological eras. The Max Headroom incidents also 
generated significant media attention and public fascination. 

• Zombie Apocalypse Emergency Alert System Hijackings (2013): Years later, in the 
digital age, several instances occurred in the US where hackers compromised 
television broadcast systems to transmit false emergency alerts warning of a 
zombie apocalypse. These pranks, while intended to cause alarm and amusement, 
share the element of unauthorised intrusion into the airwaves to broadcast a 
startling message, albeit one with a clearly non-credible source. This contrasts with 
the more ambiguous and seemingly earnest tone of the "Vrillon" broadcast. 

• Russian invasion of Ukraine (2022–2023): provides several compelling 
contemporary examples of broadcast disruption for informational and potentially 
psychological impact. In February 2022, the hacker group Anonymous claimed 
responsibility for hacking pro-Kremlin TV channels to broadcast a poem about the 
Russo-Ukrainian war, accompanied by footage and Ukrainian music – a direct 
insertion of an alternative narrative into state-controlled media.  Further, in May 
2022, during Russia's Victory Day parade, Russian TV listings were reportedly hacked 
to display messages protesting the invasion and highlighting alleged war crimes, 
directly confronting the official state narrative.  More recently, in June 2023, Russian 
radio stations in regions bordering Ukraine were reportedly hacked to broadcast a 
fake radio address, falsely attributed to Putin, declaring martial law and a 
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nationwide military mobilisation. This incident demonstrates the potential for 
broadcast intrusions to spread disinformation and sow panic. 

 
These examples, ranging from political dissent to personal protest and digital pranks, 
illustrate a recurring theme: the potential for individuals or groups to subvert established 
broadcasting systems for various purposes. While the "Vrillon Calling" incident remains 
distinct in its message and the enduring anonymity of its source, these "echoes" highlight 
the vulnerabilities of broadcast technology and the human impulse to sometimes seize 
control of the airwaves for their own ends. 
 

 
The Anonymous Hacker group declared cber war on Russia 
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The Six-Minute Enigma? 
 
The Southern Television broadcast interruption of 26th November 1977 remains a curious 
footnote in the annals of British broadcasting and a persistent enigma in the world of 
unexplained events. For six fleeting minutes, the familiar flow of a Saturday evening news 
bulletin was hijacked by a distorted voice claiming to represent the "Ashtar Galactic 
Command," delivering a message of warning, peace, and a call for humanity to awaken. 
 
Whilst the official verdict pointed firmly towards a local hoax, likely perpetrated by someone 
with a basic understanding of radio transmission and a flair for the dramatic, the full story 
remains shrouded in a degree of mystery. The identity of "Vrillon" has never been definitively 
established, and their true motivations for such an audacious act continue to fuel 
speculation. 
 
The incident tapped into the cultural zeitgeist of the 1970s, a decade marked by a growing 
fascination with UFOs, extraterrestrial contact, and New Age spiritualism. The message itself 
borrowed heavily from the language and themes prevalent in these subcultures, 
suggesting that the perpetrator(s) were either genuine believers seeking a wider audience 
or clever hoaxers adept at exploiting existing beliefs for maximum impact. 
 
The immediate aftermath of the broadcast saw a mixture of alarm, confusion, and intrigue, 
highlighting the power of television as a trusted medium and the unsettling effect of its 
unexpected subversion. The investigation by the IBA, whilst concluding it was a hoax, did 
little to quell the enduring questions surrounding the event. 
 
Decades later, the "Vrillon Calling" incident continues to fascinate. Its enduring appeal lies 
in its unique blend of the mundane and the extraordinary, the audacity of the act, and the 
persistent mystery of the unidentified voice. It serves as a reminder of the vulnerabilities of 
even established forms of mass communication and the human tendency to be captivated 
by the unexplained. 
 
As we have seen through the various "echoes in the airwaves" throughout history, from 
political protests to digital pranks, the desire to disrupt and utilise broadcast media for 
alternative messages persists. The "Vrillon Calling" incident, however, stands apart in its 
specific content and the enduring anonymity of its source, solidifying its place as a singular 
and captivating six-minute enigma in the history of the airwaves. 
 
The six minutes that "Vrillon" held the attention of Southern Television viewers may have 
been brief, but the questions they raised and the mystery they created have lingered long 
after the signal faded, continuing to spark curiosity and speculation in the digital age. The 
airwaves, once intruded upon by a voice from the unknown, continue to carry the echoes 
of that strange Saturday evening in 1977. 


