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Vange swimming pool known to be in existence. The privately run open-air public 

swimming pool was situated at Riverside Farm, Wharf Lane on the south side of the 

Pitsea to Tilbury rail route. It was fed with sea water pumped from the tidal Vange 

Creek and had a diving board, water shute and open-air changing rooms. The public 

could swim with no time limits from as early as 7 A.M. till late - the pool was floodlit 

nightly - and enjoy refreshments and games in the pool's pavilion. For much of its life 

it was one of only two public swimming pools in the district - the other being at Butts-

bury - and survived to 1952 when it closed following an alleged public health scare 

relating to the quality of the water. It was later filled in around 1961 after the farm 

had been purchased by Basildon Development Corporation as a potential recreation 

centre which failed to materialise after the farm was destroyed by fire. 

     Riverside Farm was previously known as Bigwoods,  

 Vange Wharf Farm, Merrick’s and later Riverside Farm. 

On the 1939 Register for Vange, Essex. There is a family called the                                          

                              Walkers living at Riverside Farm. 

                       Below is a note from a member of the Walker family. (2013) 

This pool was on Ruth's land, Wharf Farm, Vange, Essex, and was dug by hand by the 

Walker boys. It was used by the locals in the summer but was eventually closed down 

by the council because of a health scare. 

Ruth Victoria Walker is shown as living on own means, together with Rosalind Trum-

ble nee Walker her sister, and her brothers Thomas George Walker a leger clerk, Wil-
liam Valentine Walker an observer Observer At Observer Post?? Full Time RAF. Also 

their at that time was William George Trumble Rosalind’s husband, William Frederick 

Trumble clerk at the Ministry of Labour, and  Thomas Herbert Trumble Rosalind’s son 
‘s ledger clerk. 

Ruth is shown as living on own means on the 1939 Register, she was an actress in 
London and this enabled to buy Riverside Farm Vange.  Her father James Francis 
Walker was a furniture dealer and later became a Theatrical musician.  
 
He divorced Ruth's mother in 1907 when she was one year old and she had seven sib-
lings. her mother Sarah died when she was 24  

                                       Ruth was born 1906, in Clapham, London. She died in April 1975 in Benfleet. 
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Basildon Standard August 1956 
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Ruth is on the Left, Female in centre not known. 

   Tom, Ruth, William (Putt) and Marie Walker 

                     William Walker 

          Marie  Watson nee Walker 

                        Ruth Walker 

                At the front is a friend  
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     We all walked with mother, six girls and two boy’s, from our home at Stacey’s  

 corner, now Chittock Mead (named after mum) down Wharf Lane to the pool.  

     Mum’s friend, Mrs Smith could not resist going in the pool as well as she had 

no costume, she either took off her dress and went in with vest, bloomers, plus 

lace up corsets on the top. 

     She started to floated on a rubber inner tube, when suddenly the trap door 

under the water shute was opened to let the dirty water out and the new tide 

to refill the pool. 

     Amidst shouts of panic all round. She was sucked to wards the trap door-

corsets as well. Still all ended well, and we all walked home feeling we had had 

a very happy day. 

                                                Mrs D  Dear nee Chittock 
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     The site at Riverside Farm on Vange marshes, where camping, swimming and  

                                   sports facilities for youth are planned. 

November 1960 

Riverside Farm 



8 

 

Billy Hume ?, William Watson Jr,  William Watson Sr, Maria Watson nee Walker 
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        When the tide was in from the Thames you could swim in Vange creek. 

That was if you were willing to brave the river water and the bottles and rubbish in it. 

        Nevertheless the facility  in Wharf Lane, Vange, was well used and had a couple of 

driving boards and changing rooms.  

        New town pioneer, George Attwood, 76, decided the youngsters  needed better 

facilities and became one of the founders of Basildon Swimming Club. 

       He became familiar with the creek when he was living temporarily in Pitsea with 

his wife and working for South East Essex Dairies. 

       Before long he was given a house in The Greenstead, Basildon, where he still lives 

today 1999.  

       When Gloucester Park Swimming Pool was finally built, Mr Attwood was among 

those from the club who enjoyed a tour of honour round the new 

 facilities. Today he still swims in the Pitsea swimming pool in rectory Park Drive. 
         

                                                           GIRL ‘HAD CRAZE FOR A WATCH’ 

 A petty blonde 17 year old Barking girl, appeared at Billericay court on 

Tuesday charged with stealing a lady’s writ watch at Vange.  The girl, Elenna 

Elizabeth Smith pleaded guilty. 

      It was stated that Miss Smith went to Vange swimming pool with her 

cousin and Miss Molly Hull, of Marsh Farm, Vange. Miss Hull handed  her 

the watch to take care of while she was swimming. When she returned, the 

watch and the girl were missing. Det-Con, Clayton, who interviewed the girl, 

Said that she denied all knowledge of the watch at first. Then she admitted  

That the watch she was wearing was the stolen one. She said: “ I have al-

ways had a craze for a watch. The temptation was too much for me.  I am 

very sorry,” 

               She was discharged conditionally on payment of 15/- costs.  

                                       Chelmsford Chronical 11th August 1950 
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                           SPORTS AND SOCIAL CENTRE WILL COST £23,000 

                                Committee support Riverside Farm scheme 

 

    The development of Riverside Farm at Vange as a youth sports and social centre 

will be supported by Basildon Council’s Education Committee. The redevelopment 

scheme prepared by  the Council is estimated to cost over £23,000. 

 

    Reporting to the Basildon Further Education Committee, Mr A Hatt  said the rede-

velopment had been considered favourably in committee stage by the County Coun-

cil but had  subsequently been deferred on financial grounds.    

 

    In a meeting recently with Mr R C C Boniface, General  Manager  of Basildon De-

velopment Corporation it was stated the farm house area comprised approximately 

17 acres of marsh land. 

 

    The area contained a farm house, a pavilion and a swimming pool. It was suggest-

ed sailing could be introduced on the nearby creek. 

    The  greatest disadvantage of the site was the dangerous approach across the rail-

way line, but the Corporation  had proposed  in their scheme to construct a bridge at 

an estimated cost of £7.000. 

 

    Mr Hatt told the Education Committee that the Country Council scheme was much 

more ambitious than the Corporation’s and would cost over £23,000, to which must 

be added the cost of the railway bridge. 

 

    The Corporation were willing to make a gift of the property, which would consti-

tute a saving of £5,000 . 

 

    The Committee on Tuesday  gave careful consideration to reports and recommen-

dations and generally  accepted that the project in some form should be encouraged. 

    They agreed to support the project in principle and to recommend the County 

  Council to give the matter further consideration.  

     

                                           Basildon Standard 11th November 1961 
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                                                         THE RIVERSIDE  SCHEME IS  

                                         TOO COSTLY   

                      Over £24,000 wanted for Vange project 

 

    ESSEX Education Committee on Monday  decided to abandon the proposed Vange 

     Riverside Farm scheme after studying a report  of the estimated cost by the further 

     Education Committee. 

      

    In the report, the committee said they were informed the Finance and General Purpos- 

     es Committee  had in July considered a detailed report on the expenditure likely to be 

    Involved  in the purchase and reconditioning of the property. 

  

     They agreed the matter should be referred to the Further  Education  Committee. The 

    matter was now within the terms of reference of the youth Committee. 

    The Committee’s report said Basildon Development Corporation had made  a  

    provisional  offer  of the property, including the fee’s and legal cost’s  which was equiv- 

    alent to a contribution of £5,000. 

 

    Estimated cost of the scheme, including some means of crossing the railway, would be 

    over £24,000.  Further, if the Committee were to proceeded with the scheme, it would     

    be necessary to appoint a full time warded with appropriate clerical assistants at the   

    outset, and additional staff  would be required for caretaking and for supervising and  

     instructing   at the swimming pool. 

     

    It was estimated an additional sum of £3,000 would be needed for the upkeep of  

    buildings and grounds, fuel, cleaning, water, laundry, rent and rates, making an estimat 

    ted cost of £6,625 for running costs. 

     

           The  Committee’s recommendation that no further action should be taken was  

                                                     accepted without discussion. 

     

  

             

  

Basildon Standard 2nd December 1961 
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VANDELS TRYING TO 

         WRECK A  

   YOUTH CENTRE 

     Mysterious fires at 

        Derelict farm. 

Are vandals attempting to ruin the riverside Farm Youth Centre scheme  at Vange before 

before it has even started ? That is the question  being asked following three mysterious 

outbreaks of fire at the derelict farm during the past fortnight. 

 On two occasions attempts were made to break into the large pavilion by burning holes 

In the wooden floor. Basildon Development Corporation  who owns the buildings, 

patched up the floor in time for Saturdays barbecue, run by the Basildon Youth Associa-

tion. 

More serious was an outbreak of fire which severely  damaged the farmhouse. A 

large  part of the roof was gutted and considerable damage was done to upstairs rooms 

staircases and outer walls. Cost of the damage must run into several hundred pounds. 

 

Question now being asked is whether  or not the County  Council scheme for the devel-

oping the farm as a youth centre will be held up. At the moment the scheme estimate 

to cost £23,525. is being discussed between the Council and Basildon Development Cor-

poration.  

 

Foot note: It is ironical that at a recent meeting of Essex Education Committee Council-

lor 

Harry Turner, pressing for an  early start on the Riverside Farm scheme, said vandalism  

Was on the increase in Basildon. Until the scheme was started he could see no possible 

decrease in it. 

 Basildon Standard  22nd July 1961 
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The Pool Closed in 1952 following complaints about children catching 

                            Skin diseases in the unfiltered water. 

 

The swimming pool just before closure 1952 
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PITSEA BOOKLETS 

W. J. Wager Dairies £1.50 

Tuskite Works Pitsea Hall Lane £1.50 

Broadway Cinema 1930—1970 £3.00 

Pitsea United 1909—1971 £8.70 

The Old Pitsea Market 1924—1969 £2.60 

 VANGE BOOKLETS 

All Saints Church Hall    1931 £2.10 

Barges at Vange Wharf £2.10 

Cashes Well No5 £2.10 

John (Paddy) Hemingway £1.50 

The Barge Inn 1832 – 2015 £2.50 

The Bull Public House 1878— 1961 £1.50 

The Vange Crystal Well £1.50 

Vange Board School 1876 £5.80 

Vange Fire Station 1934 – 1962 £3.90 

Vange Hall Brick Works 1886—1921 £3.30 

Vange Reservoir & Southend Water Company £2.00 

Vange Swimming Pool 1933-1952 £2.00 

The Shops of Vange London Road & High Road £5.00 

The 1st Pitsea and Vange Scouts 1913—1970 £4.50 

3rd Battalion Essex Home Guard. Vange and Pitsea. £2.80 

Royal Observer Corps, Monitoring Post, Vange, Essex. £2.10 

 

BASILDON  BOOKLET 

Locarno Mecca Dancing  £6.00 1961 - 1971 
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     Basildon Heritage 

     The Green Centre 

Wat Tyler Country Park   

      Pitsea Hall Lane 

      Pitsea, Basildon 

               Essex. 

            SS16 4UH. 

 

 

                        

 

Monday & Wednesday's 10am—12pm  

              Saturdays 10am—3pm  

 

FaceBook: Basildon Heritage 

www.basildonheritage.org.uk 

      Ken Porter 07968 313614 

   Kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com 

          jo-cullen@mail.com 

         Mobile 07552 947687 

basildonheritage@outlook.com 


