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£2.10 

The Royal Observer Corps (ROC) was a civil defence  

organisation intended for the visual detection,  

identification, tracking and reporting of aircraft over  

                        Great Britain.  1938 - 1946. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_defence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Britain
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         Royal Observer Corps Monitoring Post 
  

During the Great War raids by Zeppelin and Gotha Bombers caused public distress and surprise as 
there was no existing warning system. 

The army set up a series of observer posts which were later taken over by the police where the skies 
were watched for incoming German aircraft and warnings given to British fighter planes and the pub-
lic. 

In 1925 the Royal Observer Corps was formed to take over this duty so that by the start of the second 
world war a series of observation posts on the coast  had been established from Yorkshire to Dorset. 

There was no style to these posts as they were mostly constructed by the men who manned them alt-
hough sandbags for defence against strafing and immediate access to a telephone line  seem to have 
been the only norms. 

Once the war was over most of these structures were demolished or returned to their original use so 
that none are visible in  modern times. 

                                                               From Military in Essex  family history 

Royal Observer Corps   
     Monitoring Posts 
         Vange, Essex. 
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   On high ground at Vange, overlooking the Thames estuary and the marshes, is this war time R.A.F, 

look out post. All though hostilities, watch was kept from there on the skies over the Southend area                                  

                                       to see that no enemy planes slipped through un-noticed. 

 

 

           In later years a concrete underground structure was added, and the door heavily padlocked. 

                                                                    for  use in the cold war. 

   (The cold war was a period of geopolitical tension between the United States and the Soviet Union 

                   and their respective allies, the western bloc and Eastern bloc that started in 1947,  

                                                  two years after the end  Of world war II) 

                                  Some of the men in the corp’s 

    William Dawes of Railside Cottage , Victoria Road, Vange. 

    Thomas Walker of  Claremont Drive, Pitsea, Essex. 

    William John Valentine Walker of Riverside Farm, London Road, Vange. 

    James Joel, Varndell, Cotton, Hudson, Gardner, Burgess, Holike, Taylor, Emerfer, Arch, Dove,  

                                                            Rolski.  Flight Lt Watmough.  

 

    With thanks to Sally Walker, William Walker’s daughter, for the above additional names  

                                                        spelling may not be correct. 

                Reporting air movements from their post looking over the sand pits at Vange.  

                           From there you could see out over the Marshes almost to Tilbury.  

                                           

 Basildon Standard 1959 

 Royal Observer Corps. 
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Philip Dove 
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Basildon  Heritage would like to thank Clive  Dove for the use of his fathers  

                                        Observer Corp’s  information. 
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PITSEA BOOKLETS 

W. J. Wager Dairies £1.50 

Tuskite Works Pitsea Hall Lane £1.50 

Broadway Cinema 1930—1970 £3.00 

Pitsea United 1909—1971 £8.70 

The Old Pitsea Market 1924—1969 £2.60 

 VANGE BOOKLETS 

All Saints Church Hall    1931 £2.10 

Barges at Vange Wharf £2.10 

Cashes Well No5 £2.10 

John (Paddy) Hemingway £1.50 

The Barge Inn 1832 – 2015 £2.50 

The Bull Public House 1878— 1961 £1.50 

The Vange Crystal Well £1.50 

Vange Board School 1876 £5.80 

Vange Fire Station 1934 – 1962 £3.90 

Vange Hall Brick Works 1886—1921 £3.30 

Vange Reservoir & Southend Water Company £2.00 

Vange Swimming Pool 1933-1952 £2.00 

The Shops of Vange London Road & High Road £5.00 

The 1st Pitsea and Vange Scouts 1913—1970 £4.50 

3rd Battalion Essex Home Guard. Vange and Pitsea. £2.80 

Royal Observer Corps, Monitoring Post, Vange, Essex. £2.10 

 

BASILDON  BOOKLET 

Locarno Mecca Dancing  £6.00 1961 - 1971 
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     Basildon Heritage 

     The Green Centre 

Wat Tyler Country Park   

      Pitsea Hall Lane 

      Pitsea, Basildon 

               Essex. 

            SS16 4UH. 

 

 

                        

 

Monday & Wednesday's 10am—12pm  

              Saturdays 10am—3pm  

 

FaceBook: Basildon Heritage 

www.basildonheritage.org.uk 

      Ken Porter 07968 313614 

   Kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com 

            jo-cullen@mail.com 

         Mobile 07552 947687 

 

basildonheritage@outlook.com 


