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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_defence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Britain
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In 1940, the Royal Observer Corps (ROC) played a vital role in the Battle of
Britain as part of the Dowding System: #

Duties

The ROC's duties included detecting, identifying, tracking, and reporting aircraft in the
skies over the UK. #

Role in the Battle of Britain

The ROC’s information was a key part of the Dowding System, which allowed fighter
aircraft to be quickly mobilized against enemy attacks. The ROC's work was so
important that in 1941, King George VI granted the Corps the prefix "Royal”. #

Volunteers

The ROC was made up of volunteers who were often aviation enthusiasts and experts
at identifying incoming aircraft. #

Equipment

The ROC used whatever devices they could find to estimate the height and bearing of
incoming aircraft. They also relayed information about the numbers and types of
aircraft back to Group Headquarters. #

Badges and armbands

In 1940, ROC personnel were ordered to wear badges and armbands at all times while
on duty to provide legal protection in case of a German invasion. #

Pay
ROC personnel were paid 1/3d per hour, with a maximum of £3 per week. They were
also given the option to work full time or part time. #

Women in the ROC

In 1940, the ROC began recruiting women for the first time. They were initially issued
RAF overalls with an ROC breast badge, which was often called the "soup plate”. #
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