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                       FROM PITSEA MARSHES to LONDON LEAGUE! 

 In the year 1895 a handful of Scotsmen temporarily domiciled in Pitsea met and unanimously agreed 

that life in, what was then, a very small village needed stimulating, and like all true scotsmen  they be-

lieved  that the only game worth playing was “Footba.” Accordingly, led by John McDade, they formed 

the first Football Club in Pitsea: this  fore-runner to of Pitsea United was called Pitsea Athletic and the 

pitch was a field between the Fenchurch and Tilbury Railway Lines below Campbell’s Garage,. Other 

founder members were Bob Little, Jimmy  and Paddy McMahon, Bob Robertson and two “locals”, Alf 

Mount and Laurie Bracey; an interesting link with the 19th century club is the Jim West, the present 

skipper, is the grandson of Laurie Bracey. The Club has had  many ups and downs since then. The out-

break of the War, 1914 - 1918, found them playing at the Gun Inn, and such local stalwarts as George 

Sweeting, Ernie Evelin, Sonny Hammond, C Bartlett, Vic Woodward and George Kruse( Ivors father) 

were shinning  lights. It is a far cry from those days when the lads changed in a barn, to the present 

Pitsea United, with their spacious dressing rooms, hot baths and showers, and competing for the first 

time in Senior Football. During next season, their first in the  London League, many new friendships 

will be formed with team teams from Welwyn Garden City, Ruislip, Wapping, Lea Bridge, ect., visiting 

the district, and who can tell what Football honours lie in store. - G.D 

                     John McDade, Robert Little worked at Explosive factory in Pitsea at that time. 

 

                                        PITSEA UTD OPENING FIXTURES at the GUNN INN GROUND. 

                    Sat, Sept 1 v. Wapping k.o. 3.30.                   Sat. Sept 8th  v. Welwyn Gd. C 3.30 

 

     This appeared in the Pitsea and Vange Festival of Britain  Souvenir Programme 1951 

                                                                    OUR SPORTS COLUMN 

                                                NOTES BY A. SLOGGER 

  Mr C Morris  writes me from Pitsea:- We have formed a club under the title  Pitsea Athletic F. C.., and  

                                          shall be pleased to play any Essex Club of medium strength. 

                                                                               Chelmsford Chronicle September 1897  

               Pitsea Athletic 1 Grove Athletic 0 

                           Barking, East Ham & Ilford Advertiser, Upton Park  

                                      and Dagenham Gazette October 1897 
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                                               FOOTBALL NOTES 

                                               The Junior Cup semi finals 

                                                                Leigh Reserves v Pitsea Athletic  

                                             Southend Standard and Essex Weekly Advertiser December 1898 

  

                                    Results of Matches 

                             Southend United  2, Pitsea Athletic  0 

                                 Barking, East Ham & Ilford Advertiser, Upton Park  

                                                          and Dagenham Gazette. December 1897 

                                        GRAYS CUP                      

                               Pitsea Athletic v Leigh Town                        At Leigh 2.45.  

      Pitsea: G, Kruse, M, Intosh, Bracey, McDade, Robertson, Heenan, M, Kay, Gore, Mount,  

                                                                     M, Mahon and Howard. 

                                        The Morning Leader, London, 20th Saturday, November  1897 
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                                             PITSEA 
 The Athletic, Cricket, and Football Club  had a supper and smoking concert at the Barge Inn, Vange, on  

   Saturday , the landlord, Mr Hasler, having an extension of time given for the occasion. The guests were 

well catered for, and a capital programme was well carried out.  

                                                    Essex County Chronicle, Friday  October  5th 1900. 

                                    Argosy 1 v Pitsea Athletic  1 

 This match was played on Pitsea’s Ground on Saturday last, and ended in a draw of one goal each. In 

the first half the Argosy pressed, but only one gal was scored through Pope. Afterwards Pitsea im-

proved, And had it not been for the Argosy’s good defence, would have scored more than one. 

                                                  Gravesend & Northfleet Standard March 1899 

                                    KYNOCHTOWN  

  FOOTBALL,- Owing to the inclement weather the match between Kynoch Athletic and Pitsea 

Athletic took place  last Saturday across the tea table at Pitsea. Mr Brewster occupied the chair, and 

the match rapidly developed into a smoking concert, when there seemed to be no lack of songs and 

speech making. The  feature of the meeting, however, was the enthusiastic manner in which the 

whole company  responded to the drinking of the health of Mr Burton (late captain of the Kynoch 

Athletic), who was been called out to  war. The match closed at 8.30pm by the members of the two 

teams singing  the National anthem. 

                          Grays and Tilbury Gazette, and Southend Telegraph Saturday 18th November 1899 

                                                                      FOOTBALL NOTES 

Leigh commenced their matches in the Grays Challenge Cup on Saturday by meeting Pitsea Athletic in 

the first round at Leigh.  

 The home club was somewhat disappointed when the draw  disclosed their opponents, for the Com-

mittee were hoping to secure a visit from Grays Anchor with the expectation that the tie would draw a 

good gate. 

When it is remembered  that Leigh Reserves have defeated Pitsea Athletic this season by six goals, it is 

to be wondered at that interest  in this match was lacking. 

 The result of Saturday’s play, however ,points to the questions as to what is the difference between 

Leighs first and second teams; for at the finish of this encounter the was four goals to one.    

Pitsea Athletic Goal, R Robertson, backs, Bracey and Mount: halves A Gore, C Beckwith, and Kruse; for-

wards, W Craig, Cox,C Jarvis, McMatham and Morgan. 

Referee Mr Waddell. 

                                            Southend Standard and Essex Weekly Advertiser January 1899 
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                                                                               LEIGH JUNIOR CUP 

                                        Leigh Town A v Pitsea Athletic. 

 Leigh Town A are still in the running for the Leigh Junior Cup, as they beat Pitsea Athletic at Pitsea on   

                                                                           Saturday by 2 -- 1  

 

                                               Southend Standard and Essex Weekly Advertiser. January 1902 

                                                             WEST HAM CHARITY CUP 

                                          THIRD ROUND 

                                   Pitsea Athletic 3, Southend Electric 2 

                                        Chelmsford Chronicle Friday 17th January 1902 

                   Southend charity shield (second round) 

                           Southend Electric 2 v Pitsea Athletic 3  

  “How is it they cannot win ?” was the question asked by a spectator on the ground behind St John’s 

 Church on Saturday. “Because they have been vaccinated” came the reply from a companion and the  

 crowd  thereupon laughed. It is impossible to say whether or no this fact accounted for the falling off 

in quality of the Electrics football, but without doubt “something had gone wrong with the works” for 

it was certainly a marvel for them to be defeated  on their own ground by 3 - 2 by a set of outsiders 

like |Pitsea Athletic. And this in a second round of the Southend Charity Shield Competion: the defeat-

ed eleven having held the trophy for the past year. 

 Pitsea Athletic: Goal, Rouse, backs Christie and A Kruse, halves Lacey, McDade and Avery, forwards 

                                                    Gore, G Kruse, Dempsey, Taylor and Kirkhope. 

                                                         Southend Standard and Essex Weekly Advertiser - 16th January 1902 
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                                 FOOTBALL NOTES 

                                       SOUTH ESSEX LEAGUE. 

               SOUTHCHURCH ROVERS  5 v PITSEA ATHLETIC 0. 

                                            PITSEA ATHLETIC  TEAM 

          T. Rouse, A. Kruse and J Christie, W McDade, J J McDade and H Lacey, T B Kirkhope,  

                                                  P Taylor, J Dempsey, G Kruse and A Gore. 

        Southend Standard and Essex Weekly Advertiser November 1902 

                                      FOOTBALL NOTES. 

                                            SOUTH ESSEX LEAGUE 

                                                SOUTHEND AND DISTRICT LEAGUE. 

                                 PITSEA ATHLETIC v RAYLEIGH UNITED 

  Played at Pitsea on Saturday and resulted in a win for the homesters by 6 - 1. Play ruled fast from the 

start, soon Rayleigh were threatening the home goal, but the left back came to the  rescue. Pitsea now 

raced away, and the same player soon afterwards increased his side’s lead to 2 -- 0. Play ruled faster 

from the restart, and a third point fell to Pitsea : the ball being netted this time by G Kruse. A corner 

fell to the homesters before many more minutes had passed, out it proved fruitless and the United 

made an attempt to break away. Pitsea, however, were on the alert and drove their opponents back, 

Gore finishing up by completing the quartette. The United now got off and tested Rouse the home 

custodian, who saved 

Grandly. Their efforts were however of no avail and half time arrived with Pitsea leading by 5 - 0; the 

other point having been obtained by Taylor. 

 In the second half the exchanges were more even and each side scored a goal; Taylor again doing the 

needful for the Athletic, who run out victors as above stated. Rouse played a brilliant game for the 

winners, whose superiority lay chiefly in their defence. Harvey McDade, Christie, and Lacey were also 

in good trim. Benson was prominent in the visiting front rank and the backs played well. 

                                                   Southend Standard  September  25th 1902 
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                   Southend Ramblers 3 v Pitsea 0 

At Pitsea. The home team started  the ball and they were fairly holding the Ramblers 

back, but they had the hardest of hard luck in front of goal. Ramblers were playing  a good 

game, but Pitsea were equal to their visitors in play, though off form a little in the forward 

line. The Ramblers scored all their three goals in the first half, but they had to play for 

them. In the second half they  were not successful at all, neither were Pitsea, though play-

ing a good game and showing the Ramblers  that there should not have been three goals 

difference between them.  The Pitsea half-backs and backs were the best on the field.  

                                              The Southend Standard  30th October 1902 

            SOUTHEND AND  DISTRICT  FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

  A Council meeting of the Southend and District Football League was held at the London Hotel, South-

end, on Thursday evening. The Chairman (Mr E. G. Stuart) presided and was supported by the Secretary 

 (Mr S. C. Bragg), and the following representatives of clubs were also present: C.O. Benson (Rayleigh  

United, P. Payne (Wesleyan), A. G. Gooch (Shoebury Town), F. M. Wardill (Southchurch Rovers), F. H.  

Hiscock (Hockley), E. G. Mills (Rochford Congregational), T. B. Kirkhope (Pitsea Athletic) C. Anderson 

(Southend Ramblers) and J. Budd (Southend Athletic). 

 

 F.A.’S Sanction.- The Secretary to the English Football Association  (Mr F. J. Wall) wrote that the 

Association sanctioned the alteration in the rules and that in the number of Clubs forming the League.  

 

PITSEA PROTEST.- A protest by Pitsea Athletic  against a decision of the Secretary, the referee 

In their match with Southend Athletic A, was not considered, as under the rules  it was decided that the  

referee’s decision was aways final and the matter never ought to have been brought before the Council.- 

It was agreed that the protest money should be forfeited.  

 

IRREGULARITIES.- Southend Athletic for playing an ineligible man in their match against Pitsea Athletic, 

were ordered to have two points deducted and for a similar offence in their fixture  with Shoebury Town 

on September 27th, the School of Gunnery were similarly dealt with.  

 

                                                            The Southend Standard 30th October 1902                 
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  In a game against Southchurch Rovers 5 v Pitsea Athletic 0 

 The team was  T Rouse, A Kruse, J Chistie, W McDade, J McDade, H Lacey, T B Kirkhope, P Taylor, J 

Dempsey, G Kurse and A Gore. 

                                                    Southend Standard and Essex Weekly Advertiser 

                                                                                       November 1902 

Southend Standard and Essex Weekly Advertiser 

                           November 1902 

                                                          SOUTH ESSEX FOOTBALL LEAGUE  

 

    The first meeting  of the new council will be held at the Langthorne Rooms (headquarters), 

      Broadway, Stratford, on Tuesday, July 14th at 7.15 p.m. Each club  is expected to send a representative, 

     the business  being of an important character. For the purpose of discussing and if desirable, passing    

     the following resolution, the meeting will at once resolve itself into a special  general meeting.  

     The Hon, Sec. will propose: “That the two lowest clubs in each section of Division I. shall retire at the  

     end of the season etc.” “That permission be given  the Hon. Sec. to classify the rules of the League 

      And incorporate clause contained in certain rules in the more particular rule to which they refer.” 

      “ That the Eastern Section of Div II shall consist of the following clubs:- Gays Amateurs, Heath Park,  

       (Romford), Leigh Ramblers, Pitsea Athletic, Shoeburyness Town, Southchurch Rovers, Southend 

      Athletic A, and Tilbury.”  The Hon. Sec. will propose (a) That in recognition of the valued services  

      rendered by the League by Mr H. A. Hants, as Chairman  of the Council for  several years, a gold  

      medal be purchased  and suitably inscribed and the same br presented at the next meeting of the  

     League.  

      (b) That medals be awarded to the runners up in section “B” of Div I. This not to act as a precedent. 

 

 

                                                                      The Eastern Mercury July 7th 1903 
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                                                                               PITSEA AND VANGE 

  Mr T B Kirkhope a chemist at the British  Explosives Syndicate’s work at Pitsea is moving to  Cornwell.  

  He is well known locally and has rendered valuable assistance in many ways,  while he will, perhaps,  

                be best remembered  for his work as Secretary of the Pitsea Athletic Football Club. 

                                                                        Essex County Chronicle  February 12th 1904 

                                                 SOUTH ESSEX LEAGUE  

                MATCHES & REFEREES FOR SEPTEMBER 

          19th Pitsea Athletic v Southchurch Rovers       H. E. Ellis  

           26th Pitsea Athletic v Southend Athletic “A”    H. J. Smith    

                                                            The Eastern Mercury 15th September 1903 

                                          SOUTH ESSEX FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

 The first meeting of the new council was held at the Langthorne Rooms, Stratford, on Tuesday. It was 

agreed that the Eastern section of Division II should consist of Grays Amateurs, Heath Park (Romford), 

Leigh Ramblers, Pitsea Athletic, Shoeburyness Town, Southchurch Rovers, Southend Athletic A and Til-

bury. 

                                                          The Eastern Mercury 21st July 1903 

                                                      PITSEA ATHLETIC v LEIGH Ramblers   

                                               Essex Weekly News December 1903 

PROTESTS, ETC 

 Ernest Martin of Broomfield  and W. McDade, of Pitsea Athletic, were suspended till February 1st for 

misconduct  on the field.- Pitsea Athletic Club was cautioned as to the conduct of the spectators. 

                                               The Essex Weekly News Friday November  20th 1903 
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                                           FRIENDLIES  

                                                            Pitsea Athletic v South Ockendon. 

                                                                                           Grays & Tilbury Gazette, 

                                                                         Rainham, Hornchurch & Upminster Telegraph.  

                                                     Saturday 16th November 1907 

 

      Grays & Tilbury Gazette November 1907 

                          SOUTH ESSEX LEAGUE  

                      MATCHES and REFEREES FOR APRIL 

                       16th Heath Park v Pitsea Athletic kick off 4.30  H. G Davey 

 

                                 23rd Pitsea Athletic v Heath Park kick off 4.00  J. W Barrow 

                                                    The Eastern Mercury April 12th 1904 

                                   SOUTH ESSEX LEAGUE 

     The Eastern Section, Which, by the way, was formed with the sole object of fostering the game in  

                             the South - East Essex, Pitsea Athletic and Grays Amateur are retiring. 

     Athletic Chat - Tuesday 03 May 1904 
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                                                          BETWEEN THE POSTS 

                               LEAGUE MATCHES 

                        Wickford and District League. 

                   RETTENDON UNITED 2 v PITSEA UNITED 6 

                   H Mullender 2, Jones, McDade, King and Roth? Were the scorers. 

                                    Essex weekly news Friday 12th November 1909 

                           

 

                                                                                     JUNIOR CUP 

                                          FIRST ROUND 

                                PITSEA ATHLETIC v SOUTHMINSTER St LEONARDS 

                                                 The Newsman, Saturday October 1909 

    The Essex County Chronical September 1909 
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                                       PITSEA FOOTBALL CLUB’S BALL. 

 A grand ball and concert were given in the Central  Hall, Vange, on Saturday evening, under the 

auspices of Pitsea Athletic Football Club. Mr Whilling of Vange, acted as M.C. and Messers Turner 

and Avery  each played dance music. Mr C Stock filled in a breach by singing and playing, his ren-

dering of French’s comic song “Sarah Scraggs” fairly brought down the house. During an interval 

in the programme opportunity was taken of making a present to an old member, Mr William 

 Mullinder, who is leaving Pitsea for the United States. He was given a dressing case as a token by 

his fellow members of the football club. Dancing was continued until midnight. 

 

                                Southend Standard and Essex Weekly Advertiser September 1910 

                                                                ST ANDREW’S “A” v  PITSEA 

                                   At Shoebury, result; St Andrews’s “A” 3; Pitsea Athletic 0 

  Shoebury won the toss and Pitsea kicked off. Mid -field play followed. The Saints broke away, and 

good a centre from E Fisher was converted by C Collis putting the saints one up soon after C Collis 

again scored. Pitsea broke away and a home goal was called was called upon to punch it away. From  

From the restart Pitsea pressed, but  found the Shoebury defence quite safe, E Hollands then scored a 

third goal for the Saints. End to end played followed, but time was called with the Saints winners of a 

good game by three goals to none. 

                                                                Southend Standard and Essex Weekly Advertiser 

                                                                                              October 1910 

                                                                     ESSEX JUNIOR CUP 

                                            First Round    

                         Southminster St Leonards v Pitsea Athletic      

                               To be played on October 15th. Kick off 2.00 pm 

                                                 The Woodford Times Friday, September 30th 1910 

                                    ESSEX JUNIOR CUP 

                                         Second Round    

                                     Pitsea Athletic v Billericay  

                               To be played on November 5th Kick off 2.00 pm 

                                The Woodford Times Friday, September 30th 1910 
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PITSEA UNITED F.C. 

                                                                            Pitsea United  1914 

   Readers who saw the photograph of Pitsea United published in our August issue under the heading 

“Flashback 14 years” may be interested to note that at least one player in that picture taken season  

 1933 - 34 is also pictured above, some twenty years earlier. Vic Woodward, second from left, second 

row, is the man, with this long service record.  

 

 Reading from left to right the players are, 

  Top row; J Avery, F Sturgeon, J Rose, W Sweeting, G Sweeting,. 

  2nd row; E Evelyn, V Woodward, S Harvey, T Bridger, A Hammond, 

  Bottom row; E Jones, H Jones, S Clarke, T McDade, A Bartlett,  

  

       One or two of these like George Sweeting and Ernie Evelyn, where familiar figures around Pitsea. 

From a Programme for Pitsea United FC September 1947 

                            Courtesy of Paul Osborne   

Last mention of Pitsea Athletic  was October 1910 ? 
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                                               Cup Games. 

                             The following is the draw for the Essex Junior Cup 3rd round to be played . 

                                                                     November 27th, kick off 2.15 

                                                                    Pitsea United v Grays Athletic 

                                                                Chelmsford Chronicle November 1920 

           WESTCLIFF and DISTRICT LEAGUE GAMES 

               Pitsea United 1, Westcliff Congregational 1 (the teams remain the only  

                                     undefeated sides in the first division)  

                                                Chelmsford Chronicle November 1922 

   SOUTHEND and DISTRICT LEAGUE RESULTS  

                               Division 1  

             Pitsea United 3, Hockley Legion 3 

           Chelmsford Chronicle  January 1936 

                                       ESSEX JUNIOR CUP 

                                            Division  IV 

                                  Pitsea United v Wouldham 

                                   Chelmsford Chronicle  November 1922 

             Chelmsford Chronicle February 1923 
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                                          FOOTBALL 

                                      NOTES OF THE WEEK 

                                                         (By “GRAYSONIAN”) 

 

                                                                 THURROCK COMBINATION 

                                Junior Division  Corringham & Fobbing 1 Pitsea 1   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    Essex Thurrock Gazette February 1946 

Pitsea United reformed 1946 - 47 season 

This is from a  December 1955 Programme  
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             September 1947 

                                                          Courtesy of Paul Osborne   
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                                                                 PITSEA UNITED FIXTURES for this month 

                                                        Thurrock Combination League 

 

 Saturday October 11th, Wouldham v Pitsea Utd (away) k.o. 3.30 

 Saturday October 18th, open for Southend Charity Cup 

 Saturday October 25th  Pitsea United v Romford Clesco (home) k.o. 3.30 

 Saturday November 1st Pitsea United v Green & Silley Weir (home) k.o. 3.30 

 

                                                        Grays Thameside League 

  Saturday October 4th, Pitsea United “A” v Gaslight (home0 k.o. 3.30  

  Saturday October 11th Open 

  Saturday October 18th Pitsea United “A”  v Linford (league cup) 

  Saturday October 25th Open 

  Saturday November 1st Fondu Sports v Pitsea United “A” (away) k.o 3.30 

  Note to Supporters:: 

  When either team is playing away, coaches will leave Pitsea Broadway one hour before advertised kick - 

off times.  Give the lads your support away from home and let the other teams know Pitsea’s sporting 

spirt. 

September 1947 

                     From a Pitsea United F.C. programme September 1947 

                            Courtesy of Paul Osborne   
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                                                   MANOR IMPROVE BUT LOSE AGAIN 

                               Ruislip Manor Reserves 0, Pitsea United 3 

                                                         London League: West,  

 Ruislip Manor Reserves suffered their third successive home defeat on Saturday when 

they went under to Pitsea United by 3 - 0. 

Despite the inclusion of James, Harlow, Boyton and Howard, all with first team experi-

ence. Manor proved no match for the strong Essex side.  

Pitsea open their scoring with a penalty West took the kick twice being given a second 

chance by the referee after having ballooned the ball over the bar. Pitsea went further a 

head after 30 minutes  centre forward James scoring with a hard low drive. And Smedley 

scored the third.  

                                          Uxbridge & West Drayton Gazette September 1951 
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1953 
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About 1953 

About 1952 
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                                                                                  Pitsea United 1953 

 

Armada Sports merged with Pitsea United  

                         Around 1959. 

         This badge has their logo on it 



22 



23 

  The Mayor of Southend  (Ald. E.N. Selby, J.P.) hands over the Southend Charity Shield to     

            Pitsea United captain C. Baker at the conclusion of Thursday night final at  

                                                          Southend Stadium. 

                 

  PITSEA WIN CHARITY SHIELD FOR THIRD CONSECUTIVE SEASON 

                                                Pitsea United 1, Corringham and Fobbing 0  

 A PENALTY  goal scored by B Foster in the opening minutes of the game enabled Pitsea United  to beat  

      Corringham and Fobbing in the final of the Southend Charity Completion  on Thursday Night.  

                                                            Basildon Standard  1st May 1954 
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Pitsea United V Beckenham Reserves 

  Saturday April 1952 

Saturday October 11th 1954 
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              Pitsea United’s new coach (Mr Dennis Neville) met the players at 

                                                 Gun  Meadow on Tuesday. 

 

                                                Basildon Standard September  1954 

                                                   Soccer club’s annual dinner 

             PITSEA UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB’S eighth annual dinner and dance was held on Friday. 

                                                      Basildon Standard  5th June 1954 
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             R, Gelder; J, Lazell; P Monk; S, Norris; G, Westaway; C, Baker; T, Morris; 

                                B, Foster; F, James; A, Warwick; and T, Mansfield.  

 

                                              Players not in order of photo. 

                                                           January 1954 

 

 Celebrating Victory 

 The young people had good reason  to be happy. They were attending a successful 

dance by Pitsea United supporter’s club at the  Gun Inn  on Saturday evening. Earlier  

          in afternoon most of the girls had watched the lads bring victory to both  

                                                     Pitsea  United teams. 

                                             Basildon Standard 13th March 1954 
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                                                    Much depends on Pitsea defence for Bata Match.                                             

 Although below full strength , Pitsea United should take at least one London League point from strong  

                                                Bata Sports today (Saturday)  at Gun Meadow 

                                                                                         Basildon Standard 1954 

                         Basildon Standard  September 1954 

                                                            LONDON LEAGUE 

                                                                Pitsea United 3, Stansted 3 

                                           

                                               The Herts and Essex Observer, Friday January 29th 1954 

  JIMMY BARRETT, former England and West Ham United centre-half, is now manager - coach to 

Pitsea United, the Essex amateur club for whom his son , now filling the inside-left berth for Notting-

ham Forest played for as a youngster.  

                                                 Coventry Evening Telegraph Saturday 22nd January 1955 
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                                  Pitsea United v Barkingside Saturday 3rd December 1955 

 

                  The President Edward Gahan  was the licensee of the Barge Public House. 

                       courtesy of T Jefferys 
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    Saturday 3rd December 1955 
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                    PITSEA ELECTED TO PREMIER DIVISION OF THE  

                                   LONDON LEAGUE 

 It was a case of third time lucky  for Pitsea United Football Club on Wednesday when their 

third Successive application for promotion to the London League  (Premier Division) was ac-

cepted at the League’s constitutional meeting.  

  Pitsea’s entry into the League  with their neighbours, Basildon Town.  

  In compliance with the League’s ruling. Pitsea’s Reserve’s will say goodbye to Thurrock 

Thameside Combination football next season to compete in the London League (Reserve  

 Division).  

                                Basildon Standard May 12th  1956 
    

The players who turned out in Pitsea United’s public trail on Saturday. 

                               Basildon Standard 18th August 1956 
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                                                       Wicks  goal puts Pitsea ahead 

                                        Pitsea United 3, Beckenham 1 

 Hats off to Pitsea United. Who acquired their first London League (Premier Division)  points  by 

beating Beckenham at Gun Meadow on Saturday. The Blues were the better  footballing side and fully 

deserved victory. In the first half Pitsea kicked against a strong wind and they took  some time to 

settle down.  

 Cape was put through in the first minute, but  he was slow to  collect the ball and a good opportunity 

was lost. Pitsea led at the interval by a goal scored by Wicks in the 39th minute. Mathews sent across 

a perfect corner kick from the left wing and Wicks  headed it home. Just before half- time Beckenham 

were reduced to 10 men  when their -half was helped from the field with a sprained ankle. Wicks 

scored a beautiful gaol a terrific left foot shot from 30 yards, six minutes after the restart to put Pitsea 

two up. 

After 11 minutes a good move between Beckford, Morris and Cutting resulted in Cutting’s centre be-

ing turned into Beckenham’s goal by a defender to give Pitsea a three nil lead. Pitsea had a narrow 

escape shortly afterwards when a shot from Beckenham’s outside right beat goal keeper Philips, but 

right back Foster cleared off the goal -line. In the 20th minute Beckenham reduced arrears. A though 

ball was gived to their centre forward, as Phillips advanced  he pushed it past him in to the net. 

Pitsea moved straight down -field from the kick-off, and Beckenham’s goal keeper made a brilliant 

save from a high shot by Beckford. The Blues were also unlucky 15 minutes from the end, when a 40 

yard drive by left back Monk crashed against the cross bar, and and just before the end a shot from 

Mathews hit the post. Foster in his first game for Pitsea and Rodgers were the pick of the defence, 

and Cutting was again the most impressive forward. 

                                                                 Basildon Standard September 1st 1956 

 

                 PITSEA DECIDE ON SUNDAY TRAINING SESSIONS 

   In an effort to improve the club’s record this season in both the London League Premier and Reserve 

 Division, Pitsea United are to introduce Sunday morning training. The first session takes place tomor-

row at Gun Meadow.  Coach Alf Smirk. 

                                                   Peter Lucas, Basildon Standard November 1956 
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                      Basildon Standard  December  1956 

REG MARCH RETURNS AFTER INJURY TO HELP THRASH PITSEA 

Basildon Town 9, Pitsea United 0, London League match, at Timberlog Lane, on Boxing Day 

There was an initial attempt at forming a League in 1937-38. It was called the Essex County League. 
but it only lasted a season. Another attempt came during the Second World War and finally, 

 in 1956 if 12 clubs were interested then there could be an Essex Senior League but only six were sure, 
Pitsea United, Bata Sports, Maldon Town, Heybridge Swifts, Crittall Athletic (now Braintree) and 
Chingford, with four more thinking about it, Clacton Town, Halstead Town, Stansted and Harris Lebus 
but on February 8th the 12 did not transpire.  

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ESSEX SENIOR FOOTBALL LEAGUE 



33 

                        Pitsea United v  Cray Wanderers  Saturday 27th October 1956 

                               courtesy of T Jefferys 
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                Pitsea United  Football Club 

Who are playing in the South - Essex League 
                    Basildon Standard December 1958 

            March 1957 
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                                  September 1956 London Premier Division  
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                                      September 1956 London Premier Division  

                                                   PITSEA PENALTY SHARE OF POINTS 

                                        PITSEA UNITED 2 BARKING SIDE 2 

 In their 25th London League (Senior Division) game of the season, Pitsea United at last succeeded in  

          sharing the points their fist draw  in the whole of this season’s cup and league campaign. 

 

           Phillips; Foster; Monk; Ullathorne; Poskett; Waters;  Wright; Gree; Inglis; Hilditch and Field.  

 

                                                                Basildon Recorder 13th March 1957 
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Pitsea players meet new coach 

 New Pitsea coach Bill Morgan chats with some of the players before the  

                      training  started  at the Gun Meadow on Monday. 

                           Fourteen players attended the first session. 

                                                Basildon Standard 19th July 1958 

                           PITSEA HAVE ALAN PHILLIPS BACK FOR 

                                               MATCH WITH  

                                                  BASILDON       
Home on leave from the army, goalkeeper Alan Phillips will strengthen Pitsea United for their London 

League local Derby with Basildon Town at Gun Meadow on Monday (3.15). Basildon Town have a 

doubt about the fitness of inside - right Jimmy Alsford, who pulled a muscle at Barkingside last week. 

The match will be the fourth London League clash between the two teams who drew 3 - 3   at Timber-

log Lane earlier in the season. Last season, Basildon  won both League matches  and also beat Pitsea 

in the Stanford Charity competition. 

 

                Pitsea United: Phillips. A. N . Other, Dewar, Baker, Hollinsworth, Beech, Gates,  

                                                           Watson, Austin, Wicks, Lowe.  

                                                                            Basildon Standard April 1958 
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     Basildon Recorder  April 1957 

                                                BASILDON DOUBLE OVER PITSEA 

                            Pitsea United 0 Basildon Town 3 

               The second leg of the London League derby between the New Town teams  

                 was played at  Gun Meadow on Monday in cricket weather before the largest 

                                                                   crowd of the season.  

                 Pitsea: Phillips, Foster, Monk,  Shilling, Poskett, Waters, Inglis, Ullathorne,  

                                                                   Hillditch, Green and Field. 

                                                               Basildon Recorder 24th April 1957 
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Pitsea United  Basildon Standard September 1958 

                  Pitsea United F.C. who this season are playing in the South- Essex League  

                                                      Basildon Standard December 20th 1958 
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   June 1958 
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                                                    WILL BASILDON HAVE ONE SENIOR 

                                             SOCCER CULB ? 

 Officials of the two existing senior soccer clubs in the area Basildon Town and Pitsea United - met 

 on Friday week to discuss the possibility of a new senior soccer club for Basildon New Town. They 

agreed that the only way to ensure provision of first class amateur football  in Basildon in the future 

would be to pool resources at the end of the season and to form a new senior club in the New Town. 

 Recommendations made at the meeting regarding the formation of the new club will be put before a 

combined meeting of officers, committees and players of both clubs, on Tuesday May 6th. 

 There was general agreement at the meeting that a merger of the two clubs would be in  the interest  

of senior football in Basildon.  Delegates from both clubs expressed the view that support was insuffi-

cient to continue  organising two senior soccer cubs in the New Town. 

                                              A FINE THING 

 Mr J Sheppard (President of Basildon Town F. C.) said the amalgamation would be a fine thing for 

football in Basildon. With two grounds available, the new club would be able to run several teams, 

from a minor eleven to a senior side, and in a few years time a steady flow of players through the 

teams would be available. 

 Financially, he said , amalgamation would suit both existing clubs, as support of business-men in Ba-

sildon would no longer be divided between two units, both working for the same purpose.  

Mr Jack Dorrell (Chairman of Pitsea United)  said his committee  wanted more than simply a merger. 

They wanted all resources of both existing clubs  ploughed into the formation of a  completely new 

senior soccer club in the New Town.  

                                             Ground Problem 

 One of the most controversial  items discussed at the meeting was the choice of ground for premier 

matches of the new town club  was formed. Basildon Town Treasurer (Mr M Lake) considered that 

gave figures over the last two or three seasons would give the clubs some indication as to the best 

ground  to use from the point of view of support. 

Mr Geoff Dorrell (Pitsea United)  said it should be the aim of the new club to play senior matches on a  

ground in the Town Centre  area when it became available.  He proposed that in the interim period, 

the new club should the Gun Meadow  ground.  He said both existing grounds  needed attention to 

bring them up to the required standard, and it would  be wise to spend the money on a ground which 

would be always be in the possession of the club rather one which be  ploughed up  after two or tree 

seasons.  

                                               RECOMMENDATIONS 

    Next week’s combined meeting will be asked to consider four  recommendations if the decision to 

form the new club is made. They are: 

  (1) That the name of the new club should include part of the existing names of Pitsea United and Basil-

don Town F. C. or that neither should be used.                         
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                        RECOMMENDATIONS cont, 

    (2) That the club’s colours be a merger of the blue of Pitsea United  and the white of Basildon Town. 

 

    (3) That the new club should organise four teams; a senior eleven, reserve eleven, “A” team, and minor  

          team.  

    (4) That Gun Meadow Pitsea, be used for premier division matches until an alternative ground in the  

           Town Centre area becomes available. 

                                       

                                                                    Basildon Standard May 1958 

                                    NUNN’S SUCCESSFUL DEBUT FOR PITSEA 

                                    Ongar 2, Pitsea United 3 

 Recently returned from New Zealand J Nunn made his debut for Pitsea United in  this South Essex 

League match at Ongar on Saturday. At  centre -  half  he held a tight grip on the middle of the field and 

helped Pitsea through to a well-earned  victory.  Pitsea always looked in control of the match, but they 

tended ot overcrowd in front of goal in their eagerness to find the back of the net. 

 After 8 minutes  Pitsea went a head when Wicks, who was put away by Lazell, gave Beech the oppor-

tunity to net. Soon afterwards Ongar’s out-side-right raced away to equalise with a well-taken shot just 

out of Readers reach. Pitsea went ahead from a penalty taken by Lowe  in the 20th minute and were 

well on top, shots from Heyday and Cates being on the  target with out finding the net. 

Ongar took advantage of a bad back pass to level the scores after 25 minutes, but Lowe, after a cleaver 

move by Wicks, put the visitors ahead again. Pitsea remained on top in the second half, but incon-

sistent shootings and a flow missed chances prevented further goals. Beech nicely placed,  crashed the 

ball against the bar, but hard as Pitsea tried no further goals came. 

                                                                   Basildon Standard October 1958 

                                                                                    LONDON LEAGUE 

 Pitsea United football club, who were “dropped “from the London League at the end of last season, have 

made application for re-election for 1959 - 1960 season. The decision to re-apply was made at the Unit-

ed’s last committee meeting  before Easter.  

When Pitsea were turned down by the London League last season the excuse that they were not strong 

enough was given.  It put the Blues on the spot as far as finding a competition was concerned. But they 

eventually found refuge in the South Essex League, in which both their first and reserves teams have 

been competing this season. A spokesman of the club told me this week. We feel this one season out of 

senior football has given us the chance  to build up our financial resources and we believe we are now 

ready to step into the top grade again.  

                                                                                        Basildon Standard April 1959 
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        NO SENIOR SOCCER - SO GATE RECEIPTS ARE HALVED 

Without the attraction for senior football at the Gun Meadow, Bowers Gifford, last season  Pitsea Unit-

ed Football Club’s gate receipts dropped to £37.00, compared with £77. the previous season, it was dis-

closed at the club’s annual meeting on Monday. 

 But apart from this item the club had a highly successful season financially,,. Income reached the mam-

moth total of £935.11s 6d, and although expenditure was heavy, too the club finished the season with a 

balance of £67 15s 9d. 

Also during the year a loss of £38 10s, from the pervious season was wiped out. Money raised by com-

petitions brought in £634. 11s 6d, compared with £125. the previous year, and gifts went up from £77 

to £136. Subscriptions from committee members raised another £52. 

Largest item of expenditure was £207 8s 7d for equipment and ground maintenance, while £171 was 

spent on hiring transport for away games. Referees and officials, fees amounted to $43 and laundering 

of playing gear cost £43. 

 The retiring Chairman, Councillor, H Pembroke, said the club’s first season in the South Essex League 

had not been a huge success, but the teams had not done to badly. 

From Mr D Price (secretary) report: Seventy players registered for the club during the season, in which 

the first team finished fifth in the League and the second team midway down the table. He congratulat-

ed the reserves on their magnificent run in the Essex Junior cup, which took them to the Divisional final. 

 Also he praised the work of Harry Brand as Team Secretary, Johnny Ager as grounds man and Charlie 

Pasco for his work on the gate.  

 Mr Price said a black mark for the was the fact that four players were reported to the F.A. during the 

season.. 

                                                                         Basildon Standard June 1959 

In 1959 Armada Sports merged with London League club Pitsea United, with Pitsea United effectively ab-

sorbing Armada Sports. However, Armada Sports later split from Pitsea United and were renamed Basil-

don United in 1967.The club joined the Thurrock Thames-side . 

Notes  Amada Football Club: Disbanded in an amalgamation with Pitsea United in 1959. 

                                                                  Basildon Standard  June  1964 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_League_(football)
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                    PITSEA FAIL IN BID TO REGAIN SENIOR STATUS 

    Pitsea United’s attempt to regain the senior status they lost last year has been unsuccessful,  Mr H 

White, Essex County Football Association representative,  disclosed at the Club’s first annual dinner 

and dance for four years at the Gun Inn, Bowers Gifford on Friday. 

 Mr White, who was proposing the toast to the club, said the County Association felt that Pitsea were 

not  

 quite the force  they used to be, but he urged them to apply for entry  into the senior ranks again next 

season, by which time there was a chance they could be back to their old strength. 

  By applying  for senior status the Club had shown they were determined to get to the top again and 

be the force they were in South - East Essex four years ago, when the team earned high respect in the 

Southend Charity Combination. 

 Mr J Lazell, last season’s first team captain, said the majority of the players did not pull heir weight for 

the side. If they had given their full backing to the Club their final position in the South Essex League. 

                                                Basildon Standard May 1959    

                      South Essex League match at the Gun Meadow 

                        BLUES MISS TWO PENALTIES BUT BAG THEIR  

                                                    FIRST POINTS 

  Pitsea United missed chances after chance,  including two penalties, in this South Essex League match  

    at the Gun Meadow on Saturday, but were still able to claim both points their first of the season. 

    If all the Blues scoring chances had been accepted, the score would have reached double figures. 

                                                      From the start Pitsea  controlled the play.    

                                                                                           September 1959 

Armada Sports merged with Pitsea United  

                         Around 1959. 

         This badge has their logo on it 

  Amada Football Club: Disbanded in an amalgamation 

                            with Pitsea United in 1959. 

                                     Basildon Standard  June  1964 
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                           George Watson 4th from left, Jimmy Laver and Frank Thorogood. 

                                                      Holding the shield Mid 1960  

                   Front row with 4 on shorts Brian Creber?, Dougie Prentice, Back row Albert Gay 

Frank Thorogood has added Micky Flack goal keeper, Tony Holden centre forward (3rd  

  from Right)  and Jonny Hayes on his left shoulder, Keith Sadler next to Jimmy Layer.  

                                                                                     

(With thanks to Mike Carr) 
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      Pitsea United’s new signings 

        Brian Humpage (left)  and 

               Peter Brokenshire 

 

      Basildon Standard September 1960 

 Pitsea United who this year have three teams in the  Thurrock Thameside  Combination, started 

 training at the new look “Gun Meadow” on Tuesday night, but holidays ect kept the attendance 

down to about 14 players.  

 Until the return of coach Bob Sussex, the Fryerns Grammer School physical education master. From 

the holidays in September the Blues are being coached by Peter Watson, the Southend United’s  

centre half.  

 The Gun Meadow ground is looking in tip top shape. The bare patches have been  by being re-

turfed and any day now a roller will arrive to put the finishing touch to the surface.  

                                             Basildon Standard June 1960 

 1962 
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               LEAGUE CHALLENGE BY ‘ELEVENTH HOUR’ PITSEA     

                               Bowers United 2, Pitsea United 4 

 Pitsea United pulled off their greatest win of the season on Saturday when they beat Bowers United,  

 present leaders of the Thurrock Thameside Combination League, at Railway Meadow Pitsea.  Bowers  

 went ahead via inside-right Morris. And Sussex equalised for Pitsea, within two minutes they went 

ahead  when a shot from right-half Beech was deflected into the net by a defender. Pitsea went into a 

3-1 lead   when a corner-kick by Brian Lowe went straight into the net, despite efforts by Parks whose 

head merely helped the ball  on it’s way. Five minutes later a drive by right-winger Bates from 40 

yards completely  deceived goal keeper Gray.  

                                                                      Basildon Standard March 1961 

                                                                                LOCAL DERBY DRAWN 

                                     PITSEA UNITED 1, BOWERS UNITED 1 

  Pitsea United drew with local rivals Bower United in a thrilling Thurrock Thameside Combination 

League battle (Premier Division) at the Gun Meadow on Saturday.  

 From the start Bowers Utd gave Pitsea a hard Time defending their goal Bowers right-half  

 Allan was prominent in these attacks while Bob Sussex played well for Pitsea. Bowers took the lead 

when centre-forward J Feltham scored. 27minutes  into the second half Pitsea’s Chapman scored the 

equaliser. 

                                                        Basildon Recorder December 1961 
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                                                                                   PITSEA UNLUCKY 

                                          Pitsea United 3, P.L.A. 4 

  Good football was seen at Gun Meadow on Saturday when Pitsea United were beaten by visiting team  

               Port of London Authority in a Thurrock Thames-side Premier Division game. 

                                          Gavin,  Allan (new signing) DE Bond, Sussex, Lowe,  

                                                               Basildon Recorder October 1961 

                                                                                  TEAMS ENTER  

 The following teams have entered for the Victoria Sports Trophy: Pitsea United, Laindon United,  

 Laindon Athletic, Basildon West End, Basildon C.A Minors, Pitsea British Legion, Wickford United, Manor 

United, Bowers United, Teleflex and Fryerns Area.  

                                                               Basildon Recorder March 1962 

                                              Basildon Sunday League review 

                                          TWO PLAYERS SENT OFF AT PITSEA 

                                                              Pitsea United 6 Sorrento 7 

   Pitsea’ s Henry Beech and Sorrento’s Ken Blockley were sent off by the referee in this thrill a minute  

                  needle Basildon Sunday League match at Pitsea on Sunday, which produced 13 goals. 

 

 Basildon Standard April 6th 1963 
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                        PITSEA UNITED TO JOIN DISTRICT LEAGUE 

 

 Pitsea United Football Club are going back next season where they started many seasons ago- into 

the Southend and District League. This was one of the disclosures made at the club’s annual meeting 

on Tuesday, when the secrecy which has shrouded their intentions recently was lifted.  It was also an-

nounced that the club’s Saturday and Sunday sections are amalgamating for the new season to form 

one big committee and that only two Saturday sides will be run instead of three. The Sunday team will 

continue to play in the Basildon Sunday League. At the end of the meeting the Sunday section chair-

man Jack Dorrell, who has been with the club since it reformed after the war appealed to players and 

committee to give 100 percent to the “new club”. 

Resignations were received  from Peter Brokenshire (secretary) and committee men George Bushnell 

and Colin Rouse, Peter War (Assistant Secretary)  and Rex Clarke (Treasurer)  were not re-elected.  

 The Vice Presidents list was also severely pruned. Among those not re-elected  were Roger Handley, 

 Ray Warr, A Warr, Fred Thompson, R Sussex and H Howlett. Wally Newman stepped in as Secretary. 

 The old faces remaining on the committee include Chairman Johnny Layzell, Vice Chairman  Fred 

Saville and match Secretary Derek Price. 

   Top Scorer - Len Chapman topped the goal scoring chart with 17, Bill Allen and Henry Beech were 

second with 12 and Keith Sadler scored 11. 

 Only one player Johnny Agar played in all matches, and he was later presented with the club’s “player 

of the year” cup by life member Mrs Dorrell.  

 Elected were, President, W King, Patrons, A Sharpe and G Sheridan: Chairman, J Layzell:; Vice Chair-

man, F Saville; General Secretary, K Reeve                                                                 

                                                                     Peter Lucas   Basildon Standard   June 1963 

 Soccer Review - Leading the goal scoring chart with Pitsea United is Bob  Giles with eight goals,  

 four of which were scored in one game. Second team centre- forward Len Chapman has notched 7, 

 Henry Beech six, Keith Sadler five, Bill Allen five and Pavitt and Hall four each. 

 Big date ahead  in the Thurrock Thameside Combination Cup match against local rivals  

                                                               Bowers United (the holders) 

                                                               Basildon Standard February 1963 
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                               WEEK-END SOCCER MATCHES AGAIN DOUBTFUL 

                          Thurrock Thameside Combination Cup 

 Pitsea United  (at home to Stifford Clays); Wood, Anderson, Roberts, Beech, Savill, Ager, Johnson,  

  Sadler, Pavitt, West, Mackenzie. 

 

  Pitsea United Reserves (away to Canvey) , Cup - k. o 2pm,  Smith, Bell, Brokenshire, Sapsford,  

  Taylor,   De Bond, Hall, Chapman, Pit, Allen, Giles.  

 

  Pitsea United  III (at home to Horndon); Phipps, Kershaw, Foord, Hatton, R Coulson,    

  Hyde, P Gutteridge, Sussex, S Coulson, Norris, Trussler. 

 
                                                       Basildon Standard February 1963  

                      Bright sunshine but some games still in doubt 

 Two of the grounds where doubt still existed late in the week are the Gun Meadows, Pitsea, and Burnt 

Mill Road, Basildon., where two important cup games are due to be played. 

 At the Gun, Pitsea United are due to entertain neighbours Bowers Gifford in the long overdue Thurrock  

 Thameside Combination Cup Match. And Fryerns Boys Club and Fairbarin House (WestHam) in the third 

Round of ther Essex Andrews Cup. 

  Pitsea United:  (at home) to Bowers United - Cup; Woods, Anderson, Roberts, Beech, Saville, Ager, 

Johnson, Sadler, Pavitt, Westley, Mackenzie. 

   

 Pitsea United Reserves: (away to Canvey) Smith, Bell, Brokenshaw, Sapsford, Taylor, K De Bond, 

(forwards from) Hall, Chapman, Pitt,Allen, Giles, Beck. 

                                                                    Basildon Recorder March 1963 

                                                                                    GILES LEADS 

Leading the goalscoring  chart  with Pitsea United is Bob Giles with eight goals  four of which were  

                                                                      scored in one game. 

                                                                Basildon Standard February 1963                        
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 George Borley moved to Vange in 1930 and soon 

became a member of Pitsea United. As a forward  

he had a  big hand  in Pitsea’s Southend Charity 

Competition success in 1935, scoring a goal and 

making the winner in the final. One of George’s 

cherished memories of his pre war days with Pitsea 

is the time they went though the season unbeaten, 

with 17 wins and five draws. 

 In 1939 George followed most of his team mates 

into the army, but six years later he was back again 

with Pitsea United, being elected a member of the 

committee that re-formed the club after the war.   

 

                       January 1963 Basildon Standard. 

  Mr and Mrs H Mullender 76 was a  founder member of Pitsea United and 

played for them. “The present team wouldn’t have beat the old team I 

used to play for,” We used to have twice the go they’ve got 

 

                                              Basildon Standard October 1963  
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                                      AMATEUR SOCCER TEAMS FOR SATURDAY 

 PITSEA UNITED (at home to Rayleigh Amateurs); Phipps, Sapford, Brockenshire, Beech, Bromage,  

                                      Ager,  Johnson, Creber, Chapman, Sadler, Jackson. 

 

 PITSEA UNITED RES (away to Basildon Town, friendly) Colson, Saville, Crotch, Bettell,    

                                Bettis, King, Cates, Read, Austin, Johns, Marriott. 

           
                                                       Basildon Standard November 1963  

                        PITSEA TO REGAIN OLD GLORY? 

 Century old Pitsea United are all set to start their first  season in the Southend and District League 

 after an absence of 30 years.   

                                                      Basildon Standard 17th August 1963. 

                             Pitsea go through after extra time at Rayleigh 

                                  Rayleigh Town 1, Pitsea United 2 

   Basildon Standard 2nd November 1963 

                       PITSEA APPEAL TO FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 

 Pitsea United  Football Club are appealing to the Football Association over the fine of £5 5s imposed 

on the club recently by an Essex County F.A Commission.  

 The commission sat to investigate the abandonment by the referee of Pitsea’ s Southend and District  

League match with Essex Carriers some weeks ago. They fined Pitsea £5 5s and their linesman Mr Jack 

Dorrell £1 1s and suspended Henry Beech for 28 days. Two other Pitsea players, Brian  Creber  and 

Peter Sadler, were given cautions and an Essex Carriers player was fined 10s 5d. 

 Pitsea were dissatisfied with the commission’s findings and decided to appeal to the Football Associa-

tion. In the absence of Club Chairman Mr John Lazell who is ill, a club official told me this week, We 

think the decision to penalise our club so much was all wrong. 

                                                           Peter Lucas Basildon Standard March 1964 
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    MERGER TALKS BETWEEN TWO SENIOR SOCCER CLUBS 

The main points agreed  at the meeting  for presentation  to the two club’s annual meetings were, 

 NAME: Basildon Town & Pitsea United F.C.   

 Ground Gun Meadow, Pitsea.  

  Colours; Saturday team ; White and Black, (Basildon’s Colours),  

 Reserve strip, Blue and Primrose (Pitsea’s colours).  

  Sunday Team Blue and Primrose;  

 Reserve strip White and Black. 

 League; Southend and District League  Premier Division. 

 Meeting to elect officers; Monday May 25th  

 No decision was taken  over the number of teams to be fielded by the club next season, but it 

seems almost certain  that it will be two Saturday teams and one Sunday team. 

                                                           Basildon Standard May 1964 

 

A FIRST-CLASS  senior football team for  

Basildon within five years is the aim of 

a dramatic merger being planned in the 

New Town between Basildon Town F.C. 

And Pitsea United, writes Peter Lucas. 

The merger the biggest thing to happen  

In Basildon  took a step  forward on 

Tuesday when representatives from 

both clubs met at the Gun Inn, Pitsea, 

and agreed on all points. These will 

now be put  before the two clubs at 

their annual meetings shortly.  



55 

 

 First picture of the committee of the newly-formed Basildon and 

Pitsea Football club.  

 Back row; coach Mr Frank Preston, President Mr Will King, Assis-

tant Secretary Mr Dereck Price,  Front row; Treasurer Mr George 

Kimber, Chairman Mr John Lazell, Secretary Mr Bert Handley. 

     NO VOTES AGAINST THE BASILDON AND PITSEA MERGER 

 Basildon and Pitsea United Football Clubs merged on Monday, but Pitsea United’s Sunday 

team was left out of the deal.  Although the two Saturday club’s now come under one heading- Basil-

don and Pitsea F.C. - the future of the Sunday club is undecided.  

 The status of Pitsea’s Sunday team was queried early in the meeting- before the merger was agreed- 

by Mr Frank Presland.  

 The funds of the Saturday  and Sunday clubs were together answered Pitsea’s chairman Mr John 

Lazell,  but their registrations  were separate. Mr W Cage could see no point in not merging the Sun-

day club, but the Basildon Secretary, Mr Bert Handley, thought the decision should be  left to the Sun-

day club officers. “I am quite happy for us to be only associated with the Saturday Club and for the 

Sunday club to go it alone,” he said “ I think this is the only way we can go ahead, but the job of  de-

ciding should be left to the officers”. 

                                                                 Basildon Standard May 1964 
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 Basildon United F.C. 

  Basildon United's roots go back to 1955, when a club named Armada Sports was formed, joining Di-

vision One of the Southend & District League. In 1959 Armada Sports merged with London League 

club Pitsea United, with Pitsea United effectively absorbing Armada Sports. However, Armada Sports 

later split from Pitsea United and were renamed Basildon United in 1967.The club joined the Thur-

rock Thames-side . 

 

 

 

 

Basildon  Town F.C. 

In 1964, the club merged with Pitsea United to form Basildon & Pitsea, becoming founder members 

of the Essex Olympian League in 1966. Two years later, the club reconstituted back to Basildon Town. 

During the 1970s, Basildon Town played in the Basildon & District League and Southend & District 

League, before re-joining the Essex Olympian League in 1981. 

 

                        GUNNER GAIN VITAL POINTS AFTER HARD STRUGGLE 

                        Basildon and Pitsea 4, Thundersley and Hadleigh 1 

 

          Basildon and Pitsea: Flack, Brown, Bromage, May, Ware, Ager, P Sadler, K Sadler,  

                                                           Holden, Beech, Tailor. 

                     In his first game for the senior team R May did not let his side down. 

                                  All the above players also played for Pitsea United 

                                                          Basildon Standard February 1965 

     

                                                         Basildon and Pitsea 4, Southend Police 0 

                                                                          At Gun Meadow 

                                        Players: Lehrain, Brown, Broage, Laver, Beech, Griffin,  

                                                      Prentice, Read, Holden, Dowse, Ball. 

                                                   Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard November 1965 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_League_(football)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowers_%26_Pitsea_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essex_Olympian_Football_League
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              OLD  FOOTBALL CLUB TO BE RESTARTED NEXT SEASON 

The skull and crossbones emblem of Armada Football Club will fly again next season. Disbanded in an 

amalgamation with Pitsea United in 1959, the club is to come to life again with plans for two teams in 

the forthcoming soccer season, writes  PETER LUCAS. 

 Because the latest tie-up between Pitsea United and Basildon Town virtually meant the end of of all 

traces of Armada, old players and committee members got together  on Tuesday night and decided to 

start the club again. Former secretary and founding member Mr George Bushnell, of Crest Avenue, 

Pitsea, the man behind the formation move-was “highly delighted” with the response. 

                          “It is far better than I ever expected” he told me, And able to field two teams. 

                                                                      Basildon Standard June 1964 

      

                                                     Ten new teams in Sunday League  

   With applications from 10 additional teams the Basildon Sunday League took a step forward on  

              Wednesday by almost doubling its size and forming two divisions for next season. 

    The top league, containing ten teams will be called the Premier Division, and the other Division will  

   have 11 teams.  

     

   Premier Division: Pitsea United, Peagasus, Sorrento, Pembroke, Hamlet Court, Priors Athletic, Bonallack, 

                                                Ghyllgrove, Gifford Rangers, and Canvey Island T A . 

 

                                                                    Basildon Standard June 1964 

    Pitsea United have given the club a set of white and red striped shirts, and these will be used by the  

           first eleven. The reserves  turn out in white shirts and black shorts, given by Mr K Sandeman. 

 

                                                                             19th June 1964 Basildon Standard. 

Notes  Armada Football Club: Disbanded in an amalgamation with Pitsea United in 1959. 

                                                                  Basildon Standard  June  1964 
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      Pegasus take Sunday League title after tough match with Pitsea. 

 

                                Pegasus 6, Pitsea United 2. 

                                         Basildon Standard   March 1964 

 

                                                                                        GROVE THREE UP 

                                        Ghyllgrove Sports 3, Pitsea United 0 

  Ghyllgrove were given the winning incentive they needed after only a minute of this 

                                 Premier Division Sunday League Match at New Lodge. 

                                                              Basildon Standard April 1965 

                                               DOUBLE SIX WERE UNLUCKY TO LOSE 

                                    Double Six 1,  Pitsea United 3 

          Double Six came close to catching Pitsea in this Premier League match after they had   

                                                        fallen two goals behind. 

                                         Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard November 1965 

                                  GUN MEADOW GROUND TAKES ON A NEW LOOK 

 Basildon and Pitsea Football Club: have given their Gun Meadow, Pitsea, ground a face-lift  

                  in preparation for the start of the new season - The first in the history of the Newly -  

                                                                        Amalgamated  Club. 

                                                              Peter Lucas Basildon Standard July 1964. 
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Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard March  1966 

Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard   

                        November 1966 

  Pitsea United: Basildon Sunday League Premier Division  

                                  October 1966 

                        PITSEA TO REGAIN OLD GLORY? 

 Century old Pitsea United are all set to start their first  season in the Southend and District League 

 after an absence of 30 years.   

                                                      Basildon Standard 17th August 1963. 

                             Pitsea go through after extra time at Rayleigh 

                                  Rayleigh Town 1, Pitsea United 2 

   Basildon Standard 2nd November 1963 
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                         INTEREDIATE CUP MISHAPS CRUSH GUNNERS HOPES 

                               Hornchurch Ath 2, Basildon and Pitsea 0 

                                                        Essex Intermediate Cup 

 

                                   Players:  Gregory, Brown, Bromage, Laver, Beech, Griffin 

                                                  Prentice, Read, Holden, Dowse, Taylor 

 
                                                Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard  January 1966       

 

  It appears that Pitsea United continued  as Pitsea United in the Sunday League Prem Division , 

                                                   and some  players played for both teams. 

 

                     Basildon and Pitsea played in The Southend and District Premier Division.  

                                                            and played on Saturdays ?  

         Cup holders are knocked out on their own ground 

                                                             Pegasus  1, Pitsea United  2 

   Cup holders Pegasus are out of the Sunday League Premier Division  Cup. They received a second 

            round knock out  on their own ground at the hands of Pitsea United  on Sunday.  

                                                                     Billy Read  1, Pitt 1 

                                Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard 2nd December 1966               
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        Pitsea United  a happy team after their victory over Pegasus at    

                              Herd Lane, Corringham, on Sunday. 

                            Mick Flack, Henry Beech and Bromage 

                      Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard December 1966 

                 Cup holders are knocked out on their own ground 

                                         Pegasus 1, Pitsea United 2 

 Cup holders Pegasus are out of the 

Sunday League Premier Division Cup. 

They received a second round  knock-

out on their own ground at the hands of 

Pitsea United on Sunday. Luckily for 

Pitsea, Flack was in brilliant form, pull-

ing off astonishing saves from first Bar-

low and then Derby.  

 Beech and Bromage worked tirelessly 

in the Pitsea defence and Pegasus final-

ly paid the penalty for their missed 

        Pitsea’ s goalkeeper Mick Flack, foils  

       Pegasus Forward  Harry Briley in Sunday’s 

       match at  Herd Lane. 
 Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard 2nd December 1966 
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                          Sorrento snatch points from Pitsea 

                                  Sorrento 3, Pitsea United 2 

 FOR THE second game in succession Pitsea United had the Basildon Sunday League points snatched  

                                           from them at Whitmore Park on Sunday.  

                                          Goal scorers for Pitsea Jimmy Staff and  Read. 

          Flack, Clariage, Moseley, Creber, Spencer, Beech, Sadler, Staff, Holden, Read, Murphy. 

Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard January  1967    

                 FAR-REACHING CHANGES AT FOOTBALL MEETING 

  Basildon Saturday and Sunday Leagues “Took over” The Football Section of the Sports Council on 

Thursday Week, voting in a block on all the main issues Saturday and Sunday League officials were  

                                               able to get their proposals through. 

 

                                                  Peter Lucas and Peter Allen: Basildon Standard May 1967 
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                 FAR-REACHING CHANGES AT FOOTBALL MEETING 

  Basildon Saturday and Sunday Leagues “Took over” The Football Section of the Sports Council on 

Thursday Week, voting in a block on all the main issues Saturday and Sunday League officials were  

                                               able to get their proposals through. 

 

                                                  Peter Lucas and Peter Allen: Basildon Standard May 1967 

 

 

   

           Basildon Sunday League's  Premier Division   

                         Basildon Standard  April 1966 

   Pitsea United 5th with 19 pts 

                            PITSEA’S TITLE HOPES NOT SO BRIGHT 

                                Pitsea United 1 Outwood Common 2 

                       Beaten by lowly Gifford Rangers the pervious week, Pitsea’s  title  hopes 

                        received a further setback on Sunday when they suffered a shock home 

           defeat at the hands of another foot of the table Basildon Sunday League Premier Division side.  

                                      Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard.  April 1966 
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                                                   STAFF GETS CRACKING FOR PITSEA 

                                              Pitsea United 8, Chesterhall  1 

 A Brilliant individual display by Pitsea inside - forward Jimmy Staff shattered Chesterhall in this Premier  

 League match on Sunday.  

                                J Staff, Keith Sadler, Dick Murphy, Brian Creber, Des Pitt, Billy Read,  

                                                          Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard February 1967 

                                         SORRENTO SECOND IN SUNDAY LEAGUE  

                                     Pitsea United 2,   Pegasus 3 

 Defeat at the hands of Pegasus on Monday prevented Pitsea United from taking the run-

ners-up position in the Sunday League Premier Division, and pushed them down to forth 

place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       Pitsea United are shown as Pitsea 

                                                        Peter Lucas and Peter Allen: Basildon Standard May 1967 

                                                             ATTRACIVE SUNDAY CUP - TIES  

 This is cup week in the Sunday League. First and Second, have  the simi- finals of their League Cups, 

and there are some  very interesting clashes on the programme.  In the Premier Division  Corringham 

league leaders, clash with second-in-the-table  Sorrento. The match will be played at Langdon Hills, k.o 

11 am. The other final place will go to either Pitsea United or Laindon Hotel, again two evenly-

matched sides, who meet at Gloucester Park.  

                                                          Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard  March 1967 
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                                                      IMPRESSIVE PITSEA REACH FINAL 

                                Pitsea United 4, Laindon Hotel United 2 

  Pitsea United got though to the final of the Basildon Sunday League Premier Division 

Cup with an impressive win over Laindon at Gloucester park on Sunday. 

                                               Scorers:  Tony Holden 2,  Staff 2 

                           Flack, Creber, Holden, Staff, Fredericks, Beech, Sadler, 

                                        Mosley, Spencer, Stevens, Murphy,  

                                      Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Standard  March 1967 
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      Pitsea United v Manor (Barkingside) 

               Sunday 5th November 1967 

 

Pitsea United used Basildon & Pitsea Programmes  
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courtesy  of Terry Jeffreys 
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                                        Pitsea United v Priors Athletic                        

                                            Sunday 22nd October 1967 
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November 1968 

Pitsea United used Basildon & Pitsea Programmes  
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          Basildon Sports Council  

          Football Challenge Cup 

                 Pitsea United F C  

                     F Thorogood 

                       Runners Up 

          Curtesy of Frank Thorogood  

 

  Basildon Sunday League 1967 - 1968 Charity Cup 

                       Winners Pitsea United F C 

                         Curtesy of Frank Thorogood  
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1909 Wickford and District League 

1920 Essex Junior Cup 

1922 Essex Junior Cup 

1922 Westcliff and District League 

1923 Westcliff and District League 

1936 Southend & District League. 

1946 – 47 London League  

1947 Thurrock Combination League. 

1951 London League 

1954 London League 

1956 London League 

1958 London League (Dropped) 

1958 South – Essex League 

1959 South – Essex League 

1961 Thurrock Thameside Combination League 

1961 Thurrock Thames-side Premier Division  

1963 Thurrock Thameside Combination Cup 

1963 Southend & District League. ( It was also announced that the club’s Saturday and Sunday sec-

tions are amalgamating for the new season to form one big committee and that only two Saturday 

sides will be run instead of three. The Sunday team will continue to play in the Basildon Sunday 

League. At the end of the meeting the Sunday section chairman Jack Dorrell) 

1964 Southend and District League match.  

1964 Sunday League  

1964 Basildon Sunday League Championship 

1966 Basildon Sunday League Premier Division  

1967 Basildon Sunday League Premier Division Cup 

1971 Basildon Sunday League Premier Division (Pitsea United may have dropped out late May 1971) 

Leagues that Pitsea United played in ?. 

This was found on a Web site ?? 
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                        PITSEA UNITED  Leagues played in  

   

                                                       Cup Games  

                                       Essex Junior Cup 3rd Round  

                                 November 27th  kick off 2.15pm  

                                   Pitsea United v Grays Athletic 

                          Chelmsford Chronicle 19th November 1920 

 

 

 

 

                                               Westcliff and District League  

                                       Rayleigh United 2 Pitsea United 1  

                              Chelmsford Chronicle 23rd February 1923 

PITSEA UNITED         

?         Joined London League 

1958      Left London League 

 

SEASON    LEAGUE     P    W    D    L    F    A    P      POS 

 

1952-53   LOND-1    24   14    4    6   58   47   32      3/13 

1953-54   LOND-1    26   11    5   10   51   46   27      6/14 

1954-55   LOND-1    26    8    3   15   45   66   19     13/14 

1955-56   LOND-1    26    7    4   15   54   83   18     10/14 

1956-57   LOND      28    3    1   24   29   86    7     15/15 

1957-58   LOND      30    2    7   21   36  101   11     16/16 

 

 

(Football Club History Database) 
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                                                     From Basildon Town  

                         Courtesy T Jeffreys & Peter  Miles Essex Senior League Historian 

GUN MEADOW, BOWERS GIFFORD 
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5th October 1963 

                                      6th April 1963 

                               6th April 1963 

1st April 1966 
        

      4th March 1966 
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Standard  Recorder May 1971 

   4th November 1966 

1st April 1966 

Basildon Sunday league 

I have not been able to find the letter from the League 
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                                                                    PITSEA FOOTBALL CLUB 

 From the remains  of Pitsea United F.C., Pitsea F.C was formed by Mr Peter Feltham, and was first 

known as Pitsea Young Peoples Club.  

 The average age was about 15, but as there were very few youth League’s in that area at that time, they 

went straight into men’s football in the Third division  of the Vange & District Sunday League, after the 

first season they dropped the ‘Young Peoples Club’ and became known as PITSEA  Football Club. 

 Chris La-Rocque played in the very first Pitsea F.C Side in the 1970-71 season, Chris of the Bull Public 

House, Pitsea continued as sponsor  and  also became a Chairman of the Club. 

courtesy  of Terry Jeffreys 
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                          BOWERS UTD 

          Formed 1946 – as BOWERS UTD 

      And in 2004 – Absorbed PITSEA FC  
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Pitsea Athletic 1895 – 1910 

 

Pitsea United 1909 – 1971.  

 

Pitsea Football Club. 1970  

 

In 2004 Pitsea FC was absorbed by Bowers Utd.  

 

 

Basildon United F.C. 

  Basildon United's roots go back to 1955, when a club named Armada Sports was formed, joining Di-

vision One of the Southend & District League. In 1959 Armada Sports merged with London League 

club Pitsea United, with Pitsea United effectively absorbing Armada Sports. However, Armada Sports 

later split from Pitsea United and were renamed Basildon United in 1967.The club joined the Thur-

rock Thames-side. 

 

Pitsea United have given the club a set of white and red striped shirts, and these will be used by the 

first eleven. The reserves turn out in white shirts and black shorts, given by Mr K Sandeman. 

                                                   19th June 1964 Basildon Standard. 

  

 

 

Basildon Town F.C. 

In 1964, the club merged with Pitsea United to form Basildon & Pitsea, becoming founder members 

of the Essex Olympian League in 1966. Two years later, the club reconstituted back to Basildon Town. 

During the 1970s, Basildon Town played in the Basildon & District League and Southend & District 

League, before re-joining the Essex Olympian League in 1981. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_League_(football)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowers_%26_Pitsea_F.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essex_Olympian_Football_League
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PITSEA BOOKLETS 

W. J. Wager Dairies £1.50 

Tuskite Works Pitsea Hall Lane £1.50 

Broadway Cinema 1930—1970 £3.00 

Pitsea United 1909—1971 £8.70 

The Old Pitsea Market 1924—1969 £2.60 

 VANGE BOOKLETS 

All Saints Church Hall    1931 £2.10 

Barges at Vange Wharf £2.10 

Cashes Well No5 £2.10 

John (Paddy) Hemingway £1.50 

The Barge Inn 1832 – 2015 £2.50 

The Bull Public House 1878— 1961 £1.50 

The Vange Crystal Well £1.50 

Vange Board School 1876 £5.80 

Vange Fire Station 1934 – 1962 £3.90 

Vange Hall Brick Works 1886—1921 £3.30 

Vange Reservoir & Southend Water Company £2.00 

Vange Swimming Pool 1933-1952 £2.00 

The Shops of Vange London Road & High Road £5.00 

The 1st Pitsea and Vange Scouts 1913—1970 £4.50 

3rd Battalion Essex Home Guard. Vange and Pitsea. £2.80 

Royal Observer Corps, Monitoring Post, Vange, Essex. £2.10 

 

BASILDON  BOOKLET 

Locarno Mecca Dancing  £6.00 1961 - 1971 
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     Basildon Heritage 

     The Green Centre 

Wat Tyler Country Park   

      Pitsea Hall Lane 

      Pitsea, Basildon 

               Essex. 

            SS16 4UH. 

 

 

                        

 

Monday & Wednesday's 10am—12pm  

              Saturdays 10am—3pm  

 

FaceBook: Basildon Heritage 

www.basildonheritage.org.uk 

      Ken Porter 07968 313614 

   Kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com 

          jo-cullen@mail.com 

         Mobile 07552 947687 

 

basildonheritage@outlook.com 


